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GSL boys rally from 13-point deficit for win
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Weather Chronicle News and 
Advertising Deadlines

All news is due by 5 p.m., Monday, and all adver-
tising is due by noon, Monday. News received after
that deadline will be published as space allows.

Looking back: Our weather
the past week has seen more ups
and downs than a roller coaster. 
Date Hi Lo          Sn/R
Jan. 29        -3.......-28.........0.80
Jan. 30      -14.......-30.........0.00
Jan. 31        -3.......-31.......Trace

Feb.  1         -2.....-19........0.00”
Feb.  2       37.....  13.......0.00”
Feb.  3        35......29.....0.02”R
Feb.  4        30......-4.......0.2” R          
Temperatures and precipitation
compiled by Robert Thurn,
Chronicle weather observer. 

Wed.,  2-6
H:  22°, L: 16°

Thur., 2-7
H:  18°, L:  -12°

Fri., 2-8
H: -5°, L: -19°

Sat., 2-9
H: 10°, L:  3°

Sun., 2-10
H:  15°, L: 7°

School weather decisions anything but simple
Several factors go into
decision to close, start
school day late
By John Mueller
Editor

There are times when inclement weather
renders the decision to close school or start
late a no-brainer and times when Glencoe-Sil-
ver Lake School District leadership must

weigh several factors before making the deci-
sion to start the school day late or close school
altogether.

“Every day is different. Every day is looked
upon in itself,” Superintendent Chris Sonju
said.

The icy road conditions Monday, Feb. 4,
made a two-hour late start an easy choice. Last
week, Sonju made four decisions on schedul-
ing school. Two of the days, Tuesday and
Wednesday (Jan. 29-30) when temperatures

were dangerously cold, arguably qualified as
no-brainers. Monday, Jan. 28, started out with
school starting two hours late but later
switched to closed because of bad road condi-
tions. Thursday, Jan. 31, was a two hour late
start though some thought the district should
have been closed for the day.

“The most important thing is that the kids
are safe,” he said.

The decision to start two hours late or close
is not made in a vacuum. Information from the

National Weather Service, McLeod County
Public Works snowplow drivers, staff from the
district’s school bus company, and selected
district residents living outside Glencoe all
provide input on weather and road conditions,
Sonju said. The decision-making process on
school schedules sometimes begins the previ-
ous afternoon or evening.

Chronicle photo by John Mueller

Unscheduled stop
A semi truck driver lost control of his rig on eastbound Highway 212 near its intersection with Hilton
Avenue just west of Glencoe early Monday afternoon. There were no injuries reported in the crash.
An overnight light rain and freezing temperatures left road conditions across the region treacher-
ous. The crash was one of hundreds the Minnesota State Patrol, sheriff’s deputies and police re-
sponded to throughout the area.

With schoools closed,
how did students learn
during ‘digital day?’
Students held
accountable,
remain comfortable
with lessons
By Jakob Kounkel
Staff Writer

Last week, during the polar vortex
that froze Minnesota schools to a
halt, Glencoe-Silver Lake students
warmed up devices for a school-
from-home initiative called, “digital
day.” The school district utilized its
two yearly digital days on consecu-
tive days last week, Monday and
Tuesday, Jan. 28-29.

“Advancements in technology al-
lows us to still have lessons, even
without school,” Superintendent
Chris Sonju said.

Since the Minnesota Legislature
allows two digital days per year to
take the place of a classroom, the
district doesn’t have to make up
those days since students will still
have out-of-school duties.

With the help of Google Class-
room, students and teachers can or-
ganize assignments and collaborate
to foster better communication in or
out of school. 

For GSL, Google Classroom was
a valuable tool utilized throughout
the Minnesota freeze. 

Sonju said students can do many
of the same things at home they’re
able to do while at school. They can
get online for assignments, review
work, or access any other informa-

Chronicle photo by John Mueller

When it’s that cold, nothing works well
Harlan Wawrzyniak, owner of Harlan’s Auto Repair of Silver Lake, loaded a Chevy pickup for towing
to his shop Thursday afternoon. With the air temperature well below zero, the truck’s fuel pump
failed, a condition worsened by the cold weather. Wawrzyniak and other shop owners in the area
were busy last week as frigid weather took its toll on vehicles of all makes and models.

City council OKs engineering
agreements with SEH

By John Mueller
Editor
With the potential of a busy year

on the horizon, the Glencoe City
Council approved supplemental
agreements for engineering services
with its longtime city engineering
firm, SEH Inc. Monday evening.

The approvals at the Feb. 4 meet-

ing mean the city and SEH will con-
tinue a long working relationship.
The agreement for general engineer-
ing services is not to exceed $50,000
for 2019. The agreement for munici-
pal state aid road project engineering
is not to exceed $10,000.

Glencoe is hoping development
projects will keep SEH engineering

staff busy. The Kwik Trip, a possible
nearby AmericInn hotel, facets of
the wastewater treatment plant are
among the high-visibility projects
the city expects will be moving for-

City reminds property
owners to tend
to their sidewalks
Most councilors
back police
notification
By John Mueller
Editor

To the extend possible, the City of
Glencoe wants homeowners and
business owners to tend to the public
sidewalks in front or alongside their
homes and businesses.

It is, after all, a city ordinance.
While the city recognizes the cur-

rent weather conditions makes
cleaning sidewalks down to the
pavement a difficult task, the city
wants property owners to make an
effort to keep sidewalks clean and
safe to walk on.

But the recent stretch of weather
rolling through the area has tested

the ability of property owners to
meet the city’s ordinance. Many
sidewalks in the community have a
layer of ice on them expected to be

Glencoe City
ordinance says . . .

310.01: “It shall be unlawful for

the owner or occupant of any

building in front of which, or adja-

cent to which, a sidewalk has

been constructed for the use of

the public, to allow any accumula-

tion of snow or ice to remain upon

said sidewalk longer than 12

hours after said snow or ice has

ceased to be deposited thereon.

Deceased man found
at house fire near Biscay

An 80-year-old man was found
deceased inside his house destroyed
by fire early last Wednesday morn-
ing, Jan. 30.

Larry Theodore Ondrachek was
found in the basement of his house
at 12495 165th Street in Rich Valley
Township, northeast of Biscay and
northwest of Glencoe. The fire was
reported at 3:04 a.m. 

The body was transported to the
Midwest Medical Examiner’s office
for identification, according to the
McLeod County Sheriff’s Office.

Firefighters from Silver Lake
found the house engulfed in flames.
It had a significant head start by the

Snow day
Turn to page 3

Digital day
Turn to page 3

Contract
Turn to page 2

Sidewalks
Turn to page 2

House fire
Turn to page 2
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Dominion Cares 
PCA/Home Health

9204 170th St., Glencoe, MN 55336
320-864-9926 • www.dominioncares.com

Nursing Services + PCA + Respite Care 

Independent Living Skills Training (ILS) + Homemaker + Companionship

– A Community of Caring People –
www.facebook.com/DominionCares

WE ARE      
YEARS OLD!10

Thank You
Thank you to everyone who has helped us in
any way these past 10 years. We appreciate

the support and goodwill we received.
Even a bigger thank you to all our staff, past

and present, without whom we would not
have thrived. 

The same goes to our clients and their 
families who open their doors to us every day

to deliver care in their homes. 

As we begin 2019, we look forward to our
continued services to all of you.

Many blessings to you this New Year.

Happenings

Abundant Table meal
Christ Lutheran Church’s Abundant Table ministry

team will hold its next community dinner today, Feb. 6,
at the church at 1820 Knight Ave. N. in Glencoe.

Preparations for the meal begin at 4:30 p.m. and serv-
ing runs from 5 to 6 p.m. The menu for the no-cost din-
ner includes chili with all the fixings, cornbread, fruit and
brownies for dessert.

Additional information is available at 320-864-4549.

Bloodmobile in Silver Lake
The Red Cross Bloodmobile will be in Silver Lake

today, Feb. 6, 1 to 7 p.m., at the Silver Lake American
Legion Post (241 Main St. W.).

Volunteers will be calling to set up an appointment.
For more information or to set up an appointment to do-
nate, call Margaret at 320-327-2249.

Lakeside band, choir concert
The Lakeside Elementary School band and choir stu-

dents presenting their winter concert Thursday, Feb. 7, 7
p.m., in the school gymnasium in Silver Lake.

Parents and community members are invited to share a
night filled with a variety of music.

KC annual fish fry
The Knights of Columbus Council No. 4842 is holding

its 39th annual fish fry Friday, Feb. 8, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
at the Pla-Mor Ballroom (1904 E. Ninth St.) in Glencoe.

The all-you-can-eat fish fry for dine-in patrons will run
until the fish are gone. Take-outs served inside the ball-
room and at the drive-thru window throughout the day.
Lyndon Peterson will perform from 4 to 7 p.m.

There is a charge for the meal.

Brownton Legion, Auxiliary
The Brownton American Legion and Auxiliary Post

No. 143 will meet Monday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m., at the
Brownton Community Center. 

The meeting’s host and hostesses are Phyllis Mahnke,
Loren and Karen Schmeling.

SA Singers, Concert Choir
The GSL Soprano-Alto Singers and Concert Choir will

be performing a medley of songs from “Les Miserables”
Monday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m., in the GSL auditorium.

There will be featured soloists, narrations,  instrumen-
tal accompaniment and over 150 students on stage.

Annual Plato fish fry
The Plato Fire Relief Association is sponsoring the

67th annual fish fry Friday, Feb. 15, at Plato Community
Hall. The event begins at 3 p.m.

The menu includes fish, potato salad, potato chips,
baked beans, bread, pickles, bars, coffee, and milk. Take-
out orders are available at the fire station.

There is a cost for the meal.

GSL trap, skeet team benefit
A pork chop feed benefitting the Glencoe-Silver Lake

High School trap and skeet team is set for Feb. 17, noon
to 3 p.m., at the Shady Lane Sportsmen’s Club.

The event includes a meal (smoked pork chop, beans,
dinner roll, milk/coffee) and soda pop or water fror sale.
There will also be door prizes and silent auction items.

Tickets are available from a team member or can be
purchased at the door. The club is at 17565 461st Ave.

Rural Women Conference
United Way of McLeod County is hosting a first-time

event, Rural Women Conference: Stronger Together”
Tuesday, Feb. 26, 5 to 8 p.m., at Glencoe City Center.

The evening will connect women living in Rural Min-
nesota through conversation, food, and keynote speaker,
Ted Matthews, focusing on how to improve communica-
tion to improve relationships. Matthews was recently
named Ag Business Person of the Year by the Hutchinson
Chamber of Commerce.

There is a fee to attend the conference.

Glencoe seniors’ meetings
The Glencoe Senior Citizens meet Tuesdays and

Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. in the seniors’ room at the Glen-
coe City Center. Sheephead is played on Tuesdays, and
both sheephead and 500 are played on Thursdays. All
seniors over 55 are invited.

For more information, call 320-510-1551 and leave a
message.

To be included in this column, items for Happenings
must be received in the Chronicle office no later than
5 p.m. on Monday of the week they are to be pub-
lished. Items received after that will be published else-
where in the newspaper as space permits. Happenings
in Glencoe, Brownton, Stewart, Plato, New Auburn,
Biscay and Silver Lake take priority over happenings
elsewhere.

snow covered this week.
City Administrator Mark

Larson said the primary em-
phasis is sidewalks in the
downtown area. Pedestrians
more heavily travel those
sidewalks, he said. The city’s
concern is the safety of
pedestrians.

Glencoe police encourage
compliance. During their pa-
trols, officers can leave door-
hangers at businesses and
houses reminding the owner
of city ordinance. The officers
will follow up with the prop-
erty owner to see if the situa-
tion has been rectified, said
Chief Jim Raiter.

“It’s kind of a courtesy
thing,” said Mayor Randy
Wilson. “Technically, its city
property but the property
owner is responsible for it.
Most of the time, it’s not a
problem.”

Raiter encourages residents
whose neighbors are unable
to shovel their sidewalks to
help out when they are able.

Councilors are not in unan-
imous agreement regarding
the approach to achieving
compliance with city ordi-
nance. Councilors Milan
Alexander, Cory Neid and
Paul Lemke support using po-
lice officers to remind resi-
dents.

Alexander said the city
would also react to com-
plaints phoned in to city hall.

Councilor John Schrupp
opposes the use of officers.
Councilor Allen Robeck de-
clined to comment on the
issue.

Sidewalks
Continued from page 1

ward in 2019. The municipal
state aid engineering services
agreement will come into play
when the city begins to pre-
pare for a mill-and-overlay
project on East 10th Street
later this year.

Although both agreements
passed with ease, councilors
questioned John Rodeberg,
SEH’s client service manag-
er/city engineer. Councilors
were concerned SEH had,
with the city’s OK, exceeded
the $50,000 cap on its 2018
contract. The city won’t pay
the additional $2,000 to
$3,000 in fees above the
$50,000 cap, said City Admin-
istrator Mark Larson.

Rodeberg noted the amount

of work the city requested the
engineering firm to perform
pushed the firm’s billing over
the not-to-exceed threshold
for general engineering work.
SEH’s work on municipal
state aid services did not near
the $10,000 threshold, Rode-
berg said.

The company noted Rode-
berg commonly attends city
council meetings without
charging the city for staff
time. 

In other action at the Feb.
4 meeting, the Glencoe City
Council:

• Scheduled a storm water
public hearing for Feb. 19,
7:05 p.m.

• Approved plans and speci-
fications for storm water im-
provements for the Harpel de-
velopment, sent the plans out
for bids and scheduled a bid
opening for March 6.

• Citing last week’s in-
clement weather and the im-
pact on potential bidders, de-
layed bid opening for tree re-
moval at the Harpel develop-
ment until Friday, Feb. 8.

• Agreed to continue work-
ing with City Attorney Mark
Ostlund for an undetermined
period of time on city busi-
ness after he leaves the Gavin
Law Firm for another firm
outside of Glencoe.

Contract Continued from page 1

GSL Knowledge Bowl
team wins home invitational

Hosting its lone home invi-
tational of the season, the
GSL Knowledge Bowl team
topped a 14-team field Satur-
day.

GSL had three teams in the
varsity competition Feb. 2. Its
top team started with first
place in the written round,
and won the oral competi-
tions in room one with scores
of 17-9-7, 13-7-6, 18-12-5,
and 18-8-8. The group of
Brett Baumgarten, Jared Lo-
kensgard, Haley Lukes, Jacob
Reichow, and Paul Seifert
won the meet with a score of
112 points.

Willmar took second place
with a score of 85½, while
Hutchinson finished third
with 82.

GSL’s second team fin-
ished in fourth place with
78½ points. This team includ-
ed Megan Fehrenbach,
Nathan Fehrenbach, Abby
Gronlund and Eli Kuehn.

GSL’s third varsity team
moved up from room five to
two during the course of the

meet, finishing in sixth place
with 73½. The team members
were Carlee Oberlin, Charles
Urban, Kalie Butcher, and
Allie Gronlund.

Glencoe-Silver Lake’s four
JV teams made up half of the
eight-team field. Because the
JV and varsity teams compet-
ed together, the JV teams got
to find out how good they
were compared to the varsity
teams, said GSL co-coach
Vicky Harris.

Glencoe-Silver Lake used
nicknames for its JV teams.
“Matt” competed in rooms
four, one and two, and fin-
ished with first place in the
JV and seventh overall
(72½). The team includes
Kobe Boozikee, Kayla Rei-
chow, Rachel Trebesch, and
Nathan Warner. “Thicc Boiis”
started in room six, but
moved up to rooms three and
four. They ended in second
place in JV and 10th overall
(69). The team members were
Austin Brewton, Devin Forci-
er, Cade Herrmann, and Zach

Reichow.
GSL’s third JV team fin-

ished in a tie for sixth place
with 53. Team members were
Summer Hayes, Linette
Munoz, Elida Roskamp, and
Aaron Ward. GSL’s “White”
earned 58, to finish in fifth
place. The team included
Sara Cross, Emma Gepson,
Zoe Ruschmeier, and Ashley
Wise.

There were 14 teams in the
junior high division. The
team of Lucas Brelje, Jesse
Dahlke, Allison Willcox, and
Caleb Lindeman finished in
fifth place. Glencoe-Silver
Lake’s other team, including
Jenna Neyers, Frank Jilek,
Brayden Gildea, and Brook-
lyn Kasella, finished ninth.

Glencoe-Silver Lake will
be at the Wright County Con-
ference Academic Challenge
competition in Litchfield Sat-
urday, Feb. 9, where GSL
hopes to defend its champi-
onship well.

Chronicle photo by John Mueller
GSL Knowledge Bowl contestants (left to right) Brett Baumgarten, Haley Lukes,
Jacob Reichow, (partially obscured Paul Sievert) correctly answered a question
during the fourth round of Saturday’s invitational competition at GSL.

time firefighters were called,
said Silver Lake Fire Chief
Dale Kosek. The house was
deemed a complete loss. The
Minnesota State Fire Mar-
shal’s Office is investigating
the cause of the fire. 

“It was such a hot fire, I
don’t know if he’ll be able to
find anything,” Kosek said.
“The home was completely
down to the ground by the
time we got there.”

The fire was self-contained
to the house. Firefighters
needed very little water to
contain the blaze, the chief
said.

House fire
Continued from page 1

Glencoe-Silver Lake Early
Childhood Family Education
program is hosting a special
Valentine’s Day fun event
Wednesday, Feb. 13.

The event runs from 11
a.m. to noon or 6 to 7 p.m. at
the Early Childhood Learn-
ing Center, 1621 16th St. E.

The event includes mak-
ing cards for special people
and has all sorts of Valentine
fun. Classrooms will be set
up with a variety of activities
for adults and children to
enjoy together while cele-
brating friendship, love, and
our appreciation of others.

Online registration is
available at
www.gsl.k12.mn.us to reach
the schools/ECFE page or
call the ECFE office at 320-
864-2681.

GSL ECFE
hosting
Valentine’s
Day party
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CITY OF GLENCOE
NOTICE OF BOARD & COMMISSION OPENINGS

The City of Glencoe currently has position openings on the
Airport Commission, Library Board and Park Board.  If you
are interested in serving on any of the above mentioned
commissions or boards, please contact the city offices at
864-5586. 
Interested candidates must be registered voters and reside in
the City of Glencoe. Applications will be accepted until po-
sitions are filled.

K3-6Ct

Compeer Financial, ACA is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender 
and Equal Opportunity Provider. ©2017 All rights reserved.

COMPEER.COM/HOME
#CHAMPIONRURAL

Join us for a
HOME CONSTRUCTION 
WORKSHOP
What to know before starting construction

Join us for this FREE workshop where a Compeer Financial™ 
Home Mortgage Specialist will answer your questions on building or 
remodeling your dream home.

Learn about Property and Home Considerations, Working With Your Lending Partner, 
What Can You Afford, Construction to Permanent Financing and more.

RSVP by visiting Compeer.com/Home-Construction 
or by calling (844) 426-6733

Nurturing Spiritual & Academic Growth:
Be Part of our Christ-Centered Family

F6-7CAt

Tuesday,

Feb. 19
6:30 p.m.

Attendees receive a free T-shirt.
Discount for Early 

Registration.

and Kindergarten 
Round-Up 

& Registration
Open House

For All
Grades
PS-8th

Come and Go

Preschool Open House

925 13th St. E., 

Glencoe

320-864-3317
We now have all day every day preschool 

for 4 year olds as well as half and 
full day options for 3 and 4 year olds.

Before and after school care available for kids ages 5 and up
To learn more about our school, please call (320) 864-3317 

or visit our web site at www.firstglencoe.org.

For all your 
Plumbing & Heating needs

and repairs call today!
• Tempstar Gas, LP Furnace & A.C.

• License #067203-PM

Dobrava Bros.
Plumbing & Heating • Glencoe

320-864-6335
www.dobravabrothers.com

PLUMBING

HEATING

Swinging Country Band
with Phyllis 

Hummel
appearing at

NEISEN’S 
BISCAY

Sun., Feb. 17
3:00-6:30 p.m.
Call 320-420-3666 for Bookings

Music by Artists: Kitty Wells, Loretta, 
Tammy, Patsy, George Jones, George Strait,
Conway Twitty, Johnny Cash, Waylon, Willie,

Merle, Charlie Pride, Don Williams, Chuck
Berry, Elvis, Buddy Holly and MORE! F

6A
C
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By John Mueller
Editor

Leon Pesina and the mem-
bers of the Silver Lake Amer-
ican Legion’s honor guard
didn’t really seek state honors
for their work representing
their post and its members.
But it’s an honor they’ll ac-
cept just the same.

Pesina, the American Le-
gion Post’s sergeant-at-arms,
recently accepted, on behalf
of the post’s color guard and
funeral squad, second-place
honors in a state competition
held last summer at the De-
partment of Minnesota Con-
vention in Rochester. Min-
nesota American Legion
Third District Commander
Carla Tappainner made the
trip from her home in Apple
Valley to present the award to
Pesina and the Silver Lake
group at its Jan. 21 meeting.

A former post commander,
Pesina has served as Post
141’s sergeant-at-arms for
over 15 years. He’s known
throughout the area as one of

the top leaders of a color
guard and funeral squad. The
group earned the honor at a
convention in Rochester last
July.

Pesina got his start working

with color guards in the
early-1980s. He worked with
fellow veterans willing to
provide military rites at fu-
nerals. There was nothing ter-
ribly formal about the effort

back then. It was just a group
of veterans who wanted to
make sure their comrades re-
ceived the proper sendoff.

Over the years, the group
became more formal. The ser-
geant-at-arms position was
added several years ago, a po-
sition Pesina was selected for
by his fellow veterans.

The group also attends
community parades, veterans’
appreciation ceremonies, and
Veterans Day ceremonies at
local schools. The Silver
Lake Legion color guard at-
tends an average of five to
seven funerals and burials a
year. Most often, the de-
ceased is a veteran from the
area.

Always willing to serve
Regardless of the veteran’s

address, Pesina and company
are willing to provide the
honors the veteran has
earned.

“If we get a request, we do
it. If it’s a veteran, we do it,”

he said.
In all his years leading a

color guard or an honor
guard, Pesina only remem-
bers a few times when either
group was shorthanded. He’s
only missed one ceremony in
the past five years, and that
was understandably to take
his wife to a doctor’s appoint-
ment. The group has faithful-
ly attended funerals and buri-
als on brutally cold days. 

At 72, Pesina is a lifetime
member of the American Le-
gion and the Veterans of For-
eign Wars. He served in the
U.S. Army from 1964 to
1967. Most of his three years
in the Army was spent sta-
tioned in Germany. He served
in the signal corps.

The members of Silver
Lake American Legion’s
color guard and honor guard
have served anywhere from
10 to 30 years, Pesina said.
The youngest member is 43.
Its most senior member is
Edwin Lamott, a 93-year-old
veteran of World War II.

“If I didn’t call him for a
funeral, he’d show up any-
way,” Pesina said.

The group isn’t known to
spend a lot of time practicing
its skills. The veterans in it
have a keen memory of the
proper techniques to present
the colors and represent their
country, lessons not forgotten,
he said.

When the need arises be-
cause an honor guard member
is absent, Pesina has present-
ed the flag that covered a cof-
fin to a deceased veteran’s
family. He’s committed the
words to memory.

“On behalf of the president
of the United States and the
branch of the service the per-
son was in, and a grateful na-
tion, please accept this flag as
a symbol of our appreciation
for your loved one’s honor-
able and faithful service,”
Pesina said. “I feel privileged
to do it. It’s an honor. I feel a
lot of the veterans did a lot
more than I did.”

Submitted photo

Plato City Council
Members of the Plato City Council recently held their first meeting and posed for a
group photo. The council includes (from left) councilors Dennis Oltmann, Neil En-
gelmann, Mayor Tracy Montgomery, councilors Stacy Sohns,  and VeeAnn Wood.  

“You even at times get up
early and go take a drive,” he
said. “You take all that data
and, in the end, you make a
decision.”

State law requires a school
district's annual calendar in-
cludes at least 425 hours of in-
struction for a kindergarten
student without a disability,
935 hours of instruction for
students in first through sixth
grades. The state requires
1,020 hours of instruction for
students in junior and senior
high, not including summer
school. The school calendar
for all-day kindergarten must
include at least 850 hours of
instruction for the school year.
A school board's annual calen-
dar must include at least 165
days of instruction for a stu-
dent in first through 11th
grades, unless the Minnesota
Department of Education ap-
proved a district’s request for
a four-day school week.

The GSL School District’s
contract with its staff is based
on 172 student-contact days.
Last week, GSL used its two
state-allotted digital learning
days Monday and Tuesday.

“If everybody has Internet,
the theory is it works great,”
Sonju said.

Wednesday’s day off will be
made up May 30.

Monday, Jan. 28, was ini-
tially anticipated as a two-
hour late start. The decision to
close for the day was made
after Sonju received reports of
unsafe conditions on township

roads. MnDOT’s 511 app. al-
lows viewers to see in real
time road conditions state
plow drivers are experiencing
in real time.

“It gives you an idea of
what the roads are like,”
Sonju said.

About two-thirds of the dis-
trict’s nearly 1,600 students
arrive at school via busses.
About half of the just over
1,000 students bussed to
school are transported through
rural areas, said Jason Mack-
enthun, the transportation
manager of 4.0 Transporta-
tion’s bus service for the GSL
School District.

“The county roads weren’t
bad. It was the township roads
we were concerned about,” he
said.

Mackenthun said he and
Sonju work cooperatively.
He’s confident the superin-
tendent wouldn’t buck the
company’s recommendation
to hold off on transporting stu-
dents if it felt children
couldn’t be safely transported
to school.

“It’s a judgment call,”
Mackenthun said. “We all
want to be on the same page.
It’s a cooperative decision. We
want to make sure the kids are
safe and the busses can run in
a timely manner.”

Decision timeline
In times of inclement

weather, at least two factors
complicate the decision to

hold school or not – parents
needing an early decision so
they have time to make provi-
sions for childcare if school
won’t be held, and variations
in weather.

GSL tries to make its deci-
sions on late starts or school
not being held as early as pos-
sible. The district uses an au-
tomated telephone and email
system to notify parents. It
also notifies TV stations and
local media for help dissemi-
nating the scheduling decision
to as many people as possible
as quickly as possible. The
district uses the most up-to-
date forecast available and
makes the decision as early as
possible. If the forecast
doesn’t come to fruition, a de-
cision to close school based
on an inaccurate weather fore-
cast could cost the district a
school day.

Another factor is variations
in weather. Lakeside Elemen-
tary School in Silver Lake is
10-plus miles from Glencoe,
just under 20 miles from
Brownton. Sonju said there
are times when the weather
can be different in one part of
the school district than anoth-
er. Decisions on starting two
hours late or not having
school are made for the dis-
trict as a whole, he said.

“We’re either having school
or not,” he said. “We value
every single student. We’ll al-
ways err on the side of safe-
ty.”

Snow day Continued from page 1

tion their teachers post. Stu-
dents can even have online di-
alogue with their teachers if
they have questions or com-
ments.

Sonju concedes the utility
of a face-to-face, teacher-to-
student relationship in a phys-
ical classroom is better than a
digital day away from school.
He believes having the option
to interact with students on-
line in conditions where it
may not be safe to travel to
school is better than nothing. 

GSL Junior-Senior High
School Principal Matt Foss
said “separation of students
and staff is the primary weak-
ness of out-of-school digital-
learning.

“Although digital learning
is convenient, it does not take

the place of in-class instruc-
tion where students can re-
ceive immediate feedback
from a staff member,” Foss
said. “Initial reports and data
suggest that this has been a
success.”

Samantha Jung, a special
education teacher at the jun-
ior-senior high school, likes
the accountability she main-
tains with the electronic side
of education, she said. It’s
easy for her and other teachers
to track when students log-in,
what they’re accessing and
other valuable metrics. 

Even when not in school,
students are still responsible
for keeping up with work. 

Brook Magnuson, who
teaches government and eco-
nomics to seniors at GSL,

said, “It’s almost the same as
handing out any other assign-
ment.”

The way Magnuson has his
Google Classroom set up, it
was basically them texting”
on their phones. He said most
students at GSL have phones,
so staying in contact online
via smartphones is comfort-
able. 

“It’s where we’re going.
We’re trying to take that step
forward,” Sonju said, with the
caveat that more students can
access devices.

“I would not be against uti-
lizing more use of more digi-
tal days,” he said. “However, I
want to get a clear vision on
what the data suggest before
making any decisions.” 

As part of its study of high-
ways 212 and 22 through
Glencoe and the area, the
Minnesota Department of
Transportation is hosting a
public input meeting Satur-
day, Feb. 16 for community
members to offer feedback as
a part of its report.

The family-friendly event
runs from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Glencoe City Center. Com-
munity members are wel-
come to stop by anytime be-
tween 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to
give feedback on intersec-
tions along Highway 212 and

Highway 22 while enjoying
complimentary food, carnival
games and activities.

The goals of the study are
to improve the safety of inter-
sections along highways 212

and 22 for vehicles, pedestri-
ans and bicyclists, develop a
plan outlining appropriate ac-
cess along highways, and
study the current route of
Highway 22 through Glen-
coe. MnDOT has committed
to work with the community
to ensure the community’s
concerns and aspirations are
directly reflected in the alter-
natives developed as part of
the Glencoe transportation
study and to provide feed-
back on how the community
influenced recommendations
and decisions.

MnDOT hosting input meeting
on Hwys 212, 22 through area

Can’t attend?
Take a survey

Community members

unable to attend the Feb.

16 meeting may offer

feedback through a survey

at https://www.surveymon-

key.com/r/glencoe212-22

online.

Silver Lake’s Pesina accepts honor for those who served

Digital day Continued from page 1

Submitted photo
Silver Lake’s American Legion Post sergeant-at-arms
Leon Pesina (right) accepted a second place trophy
for the American Legion honor and color guard com-
petition last summer in Rochester. The trophy was
presented by Third District Commander Carla Tap-
painner. 
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Question of the week
How should the city enforce its ordinance requiring

property owners clear sidewalks of snow, ice?

1) Only if someone complains, reports it to the city.

2) Warn property owners city staff finds not in compliance.

3) Do nothing.

Results for most recent question:

Will you watch the Super Bowl and do you care which
team wins?

1) Of course, but primarily for the commercials  – 6%

2) Anybody but New England – 17%

3) Go, Rams! – 15%

4) I appreciate sustained excellence. Go Pats! – 10%

5) Honestly, I have no interest whatsoever – 52%
52 votes.

Next poll runs Feb. 6-12.

You can

vote
online at www.glencoenews.com

Support Hwy. 212
expansion

Our view: ‘If we do not grow, we
will perish’

Several years after he
left the Minnesota
House of Representa-

tives, the late K.J. McDonald,
said of his hometown back in
2006, If we do not grow, we
will perish.

At the time, McDonald was
mayor of Watertown, a com-
munity in northern Carver
County slightly smaller but
every bit as conservative as
Glencoe. There were many
people in McDonald’s com-
munity in no hurry to endure
rapid growth. They expected
growth would initially bring
more residents to the commu-
nity, people who would ex-
pect more services from their
city and school district. Since
residential property doesn’t
generate in property taxes to
pay its way, those additional
services would eventually in-
crease the tax burden residen-
tial and commercial property
owners face.

Sounds like a perfectly
good reason to oppose rapid
growth.

But McDonald, a wise stal-
wart member of the GOP,
also knew his hometown
needed an infusion of new
blood, homeowners and busi-
nesses drawn to a growing
community. He knew more
residents would trigger the
cost of growth – more police
officers, more streets and
public works staff, eventual
expansion of schools, and so
on.

We do not doubt there are
people who’d rather see
Glencoe remain a small city
along Highway 212. They
rightfully anticipate the cost
of growth. But for better or
worse, the days of Glencoe
being a small community
with several grocery stores,
hardware stores, and other
tenants of a small, free-stand-
ing town are predominantly
in the rearview mirror. The
west metro area is just too ac-
cessible.

Last week, we learned the
federal government had
added another $7 million to
the pot of funding for the first
phase of a $46 million expan-
sion of Highway 212 from
two lanes to four lanes, a five
or six mile stretch between
Carver and Cologne to Glen-
coe’s east. The project is ex-
pected to begin in a few
years.

There is still the anticipat-
ed $53 million expansion of
five miles of Highway 212
between Cologne and Nor-
wood Young America to fund
and complete. An application
to the federal government for
some funding for the second
phase is in the works, accord-
ing to Lyndon Robjent, Carv-
er County Public Works di-
rector. Minnesota Sen. Scott
Newman, R-Hutchinson, and
Minnesota Rep. Glenn Gru-
enhagen, R-Glencoe, also
support the expansion of
Highway 212.

If Glencoe doesn’t grow,
will the community welcome
new businesses in its down-
town? Probably not. Will
families want to move to a
stagnant community? Will
the community enjoy a grow-
ing tax base able to support at
least a portion of infrastruc-
ture costs? Would MnDOT
worry about the state of high-
ways 212 and 22 in town?
Why would it?

As long as it’s managed
properly, growth is not a bad
thing. There are many com-
munities where growth oc-
curred too quickly. City lead-
ers here can use those com-
munities and their mistakes
as lessons on growth manage-
ment.

Glencoe has the luxury of
time regarding expansion of
Highway 212 and the growth
it will bring. We’re confident
the community will use the
time to prepare wisely.

- jm

By Isaac Orr
The Star Tribune recently ran an opin-

ion piece by James Lefestey, who advo-
cated for an increase in the gas tax to fi-
nance infrastructure improvements and
to reduce carbon dioxide emissions, but
cautioned lawmakers to keep rural Min-
nesotans in mind when crafting this poli-
cy.

While it is admirable that the author
wants to be sensitive to the needs of rural
Minnesotans, the editorial further illus-
trates how people living in the metro-
area  have scant idea how the policies
they advocate harm those living outside
of it.

I grew up on a small dairy farm in
rural Wisconsin, helping my family raise
140 head of cattle while farming 500
acres, and many of the challenges we
faced are the same challenges families
currently face throughout rural Minneso-
ta. Hopefully my life experiences can
help me communicate the rural perspec-
tive to a broader audience.

First, it is important to realize that re-
ducing carbon dioxide emissions from
the agricultural sector will be a much
larger undertaking than promoting wind
and solar, having an electric farm exhibit
at the State Fair, or subsidizing electric
farm equipment.

The largest obstacle to reducing car-

bon dioxide emissions is that it simply
isn’t possible to run a farm on just wind
or solar.

Electric fences only work when
they’re electrified, but wind and solar
only produce electricity when the wind is
blowing or the sun is shining. Farms re-
quire electricity every hour of the day. In
Minnesota, this electricity is provided by
coal, natural gas, and nuclear power
plants because they generate electricity
regardless of weather conditions.

I’ve chased enough fleeing cows back
into the pasture at 2 a.m. in the middle of
January to know that few farmers will
forego a steadily electrified fence so peo-
ple living in the metro can feel warm
fuzzy feelings about reducing their car-
bon dioxide emissions.

Electric tractors are also problematic.
The John Deere electric tractor discussed
by the author costs $634,000 and can
only run for up to four hours before it
must be recharged for three. In contrast,
a nearly new Case IH Magnum tractor
retails for $264,000, and these tractors
can run for up to eight hours before they
must take about fifteen minutes to refuel.

Even if costs  were not an issue, the
four hour battery life would be. It is not
unusual for farmers to spend 12 to 16
hours per day behind the wheel during
planting season to prepare the fields,

plant the crops, apply fertilizer etc. There
simply isn’t enough time to wait for
three hours for recharging during this
time of year, especially if we have a late,
or exceptionally wet, spring.

Electric conversion kits for trucks are
also unrealistic because converted trucks
have a range of about 87 miles, without
factoring in diminished range for hauling
livestock or grain to market. My dad fre-
quently hauled cattle 376 miles, round
trip, to a sale barn in Bloomington, Wis-
consin, which routinely paid the best
prices for beef cattle.

An electric truck simply won’t get this
job done, and a 25 cent per gallon gas
tax assessed on a truck that gets 11 to 14
miles per gallon while towing six 1,500
pound steers feels like piling on when
the United States Department of Agricul-
ture projects net farm income will be
down 12 percent this year.

I appreciate the author’s intent, but
this article still feels like the author is
talking at, rather than listening to, how
the policies being advocated by the au-
thor will make it more difficult for small
farmers to keep food on our tables and
make a living off the land.

Isaac Orr (Isaac.orr@americanexper-
iment.org) is a policy fellow at Center of
the American Experiment.

Gas tax illustrates divide between urban, rural users

Feel strongly about an issue?
Share your opinion with 

The McLeod County Chronicle readers
through a letter to the editor. 

Please include your name, address and telephone number 
(for verification purposes).

email to: johnm@glencoenews.com
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Professional Directory
JERRY 

SCHARPE, LTD
712 E. 13th St., Glencoe

Income Tax Preparation
Business, Farm, Personal, Estate & 

Gift Returns
Monthly Accounting, Payroll

& Financial Statements

Jerry Scharpe, CPA
Jeffrey Scharpe, RAP

Tel: 320-864-5380
Fax: 320-864-6434

Serving clients since 1971

• 5” Seamless Gutters
• 6” Seamless Gutters
• K-Guard Leaf-Free

Gutter System
(lifetime clog free guarantee)

PHIL GOETTL
612-655-1379 
888-864-5979

www.mngutter.com

M
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The Professional Directory is pro-
vided each week for quick reference
to professionals in the Glencoe area
— their locations, phone numbers
and office hours. Call the McLeod

County Chronicle office 
for details on how you can be in-

cluded in this directory, 
320-864-5518.

Dale’s
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

2110 9th St. E.
Glencoe, MN 55336

HEATING – COOLING
PLUMBING – REMODELING
RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL

320-864-6353
CALL DALE FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
Lic #PC670283

Chiropractor
Dr. Scott Gauer

Dr. Randy Johnson
Effective, caring doctors

Friendly, helpful staff
Convenient scheduling

320-864-3196
800-653-4140

1706 10th St. E, Glencoe

www.gauerchiropractic.com

COKATO
EYE CENTER
115 Olsen Blvd., Cokato

320-286-5695 

OPTOMETRISTS
*Paul G. Eklof, O.D.

*Katie N. Tancabel, O.D.
Kid’s Glasses $98.00
Teen Glasses $118
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Glencoe and Cologne

‘Panther Spotlight’ award 
recipients for December
“Panther PRIDE” award recipients meet all the criteria
for PRIDE expectations: positivity, respect, integrity,
dependability and excellence. High School Principal
Matt Foss announced award winners on Feb. 4. Four
students per grade and one staff member is selected
every month. 

Grades seven and eight, front
row, from left to right: Jordyn
Smith, Aaron Higgins, Miguel
Anderson and Brooke Brown.

Back row, from left to right:
Kody Leske, Ava Elias, Travis
Lueck, Reese Magnuson and Mr.
Christopher Anderson. 

Grades nine and 10, front row,
from left to right: Cade Her-
rmann, Lillian Ehrke, Gerardo
Gonzalez and Katelyn Feicke.

Back row, from left to right:
Brooke Becker, Alyssa Zell-
mann, Caleb Besmehn, Connor
Hallaway and Mrs. Kay Wilson. 

Grades 11 and 12, front row,
from left to right: Brett Baum-
garten, Lilly Nikkel, Jonathan Li-
estman and Rebbeca Ackerson.

Back row, from left to right: Mr.
Shawn Fettig, Grace Garoutte,
Cole Ehrke, Abby Gronland and
Reece Schwirtz. 

By Jakob Kounkel
Staff Writer

The 32nd year of the
Brownton Rod & Gun Club’s
ice fishing contest and raffle
brought warm weather,
$30,000 in prizes and hun-
dreds of people to Lake Mari-
on on Saturday, Feb. 2. 

The annual ice fishing con-
test brought out competitors
and their families for a day of
ice-fishing related fun. Host-
ed at the Brownton Rod and
Club and across the road on
the ice of Lake Marion, fish
houses were sprawled across
the lake, four-wheelers and
snowmobiles transported
families on and off the ice
and competitors were battling
to catch the first, biggest and
smallest fish.

For some, the annual Rod
& Gun Club event is com-
monplace, and they wouldn’t
think to schedule anything
else that day. Others were
fortunate enough to hear of
the event through friends or
relatives and decided to at-
tend on a whim. 

Though the raffle and ice
fishing contest are primary to
the event, how attendees en-
joyed the afternoon varied
greatly. Some families just
wanted time on the ice in the
warmer weather while others
were competing for prizes. 

For Colin and Decker Mc-
Cormick, (pictured above) it
was the father and son’s first
duo ice fishing venture with
grandpa by their side, and it
was a learning experience.
Aside from Decker losing a
mitten to the water, he had a
lot of success in learning the
intimate details of scooping
ice out of the hole and watch-
ing your pole. Though they
wouldn’t have minded a plac-
ing, the annual event was a
fun family event for a grand-
pa, a dad and his son. 

Colby Lachermeier, 13,
scoped out his own spot in
the middle of the lake but
away from everybody else.
He found peace in solitude
and waiting for a fish to bite. 

“So far we haven’t had any
luck,” Lachermeier said, “but
it’s fun to fish in the derby.”
He likes ice fishing so much
and found himself drawn to
the event, “because you never
know what’s underneath that
ice.”

A grandpa and his grand-
son, Chuck and Jaden
Boettcher, from Hutchinson,
don’t like to compete in the
fishing contest but find them-
selves going back every year.
Jaden doesn’t even like hold-
ing a fishing pole — he just
loves spending time with his
grandpa on the lake, Boettch-
er said. 

Some people didn’t even
have to show up to enjoy the
day. Lynn Nelson, of
Hutchinson, was the winner
of the grand prize: the 8-by-
16-foot Lake Marion Edition
Ice Castle fish house. Other
prizes included an Arctic Cat
Alterra 500 ATV, a John
Deere D140 lawn tractor, a
Honda 2000-watt generator,
and much more in gift give-
aways and monetary give-
aways and awards. 

Brownton Rod & Gun brings
warm weather, family fun

Colin McCormick teaching his son, Decker, the ins
and outs of ice fishing.

Cindy Benjamin (standing) walked alongside Avalynn
(in sled) and Everley Erickson as they took turns
pulling and riding. 
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PERSONALIZED & CUSTOMIZED

952.467.2081
JOHN & LORI TROCKE

Brian Mikolichek: Owner • Bonded-Insured
                Residential              Remodel
                Service                    Light Commercial

Complete Plumbing and Heating Systems
Air Conditioning Installation

Winsted, MN 320-395-2002

Mikolichek
Plumbing & Heating
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The family of Roger Roepke would like to thank everyone for the cards, 
memorials, flowers, plants and food shared with us.  All gifts of money will
be passed along to Cokato Evangelical Lutheran Church.  We are thankful
for Pastor Tim Wheatley, his kind visits, prayers and leading the service.

Thank you also to Mark Peterson at Swanson/Peterson Funeral Homes for
his service.  In addition we’d like to thank Chuck’s Floral in Cokato, for the
beautiful floral arrangements and all of the volunteers who helped with the 
visitation and lunch at church afterwards.  Roger loved all of his family and

friends and always appreciated all the visits.  

He will be missed by all his family: 

his wife, Joyce, children Brent (Karna) Rice, Steve Rice, 
Leigh (Troy) Sangren, Lynn (Scott) Anderson, and Kelli (Tad) Palmquist
and grandchildren Kristina Rice, Lauren Rice, Tommy Rice, Jayson Rice,

Annelise Rice, Jack Palmquist, Jase Palmquist, Emily Haan, and 
Ashley Haan, and his sisters: Darlene (Ed) Kirchoff, Noreen Prinkey, 
and Joni (Kenny) Dose; a brother, Marlen (Nancy) Roepke; nieces,

nephews, other relatives, and many friends.

Thank You
Thank You

The family of Roland W. Thiel would like to acknowl-
edge all who helped in any way during our dad's transi-
tion time to St. Mary's Nursing Home and at the time
of his passing. A special thanks to the wonderful staff
at St Mary's for their devoted care. We also offer our
thanks to Chilson Funeral Home for their help with the
arrangements, to Pastor Nelson for his comforting
words and to those who contributed to the beautiful
music and service the day of his funeral, including but
not limited to Pastor Nelson, Chuck Thiel and the St.
Paul's Elders and Ladies Aid. Finally, we want to ex-
press our gratitude to those who took time to visit our
dad at St. Mary's. He appreciated those who stopped in
and the new friends he made. We thank you all for
being a part of filling his years with joyful memories.

*6Ct

Obituaries

Agnes Martha Kautz, age
89, of Silver Lake passed
away Friday, Feb. 1, at the
Good Samar-
itan Society
in Howard
Lake. 

She was
born April
20, 1929 in
Winsted the
daughter of
Hubert and
E l e a n o r
( L a m o t t )
Haekenkamp.

Agnes M. Haekenkamp
and Emil R. Kautz were
joined in holy marriage Feb.
3, 1948. God blessed their
marriage with four children,
Susie, Larry, Dale, and Linda.

During their earlier years
together, they lived on farms
in Hale Township, McLeod
County until 1967 and then
moved into Silver Lake.

Mrs. Kautz was a faithful
member of Holy Family
Catholic Church in Silver
Lake. She also belonged to
Holy Family Catholic
Church’s Rosary Society and
CCW.  Mrs. Kautz served on
the Pola-Czesky Committee
for 30 years and along with
her husband, Emil, estab-

lished “Music in the Park”
and Polka Mass in the Park.

Mrs. Kautz served as site
manager for many years for
Silver Lake senior dining in
the Silver Lake Auditorium.
She enjoyed baking kolaches,
dancing, camping, fishing
and sewing.

Mrs. Kautz is survived by
her loving children, Susie
(David) Horejsi of Silver
Lake, Larry (Kathleen) Kautz
of Cokato, Dale (Joanne)
Kautz, and Linda (Randy)
Nelson all of Silver Lake;
grandchildren, Karen (Jim)
Klatt, Sharon (Scott) Grivna,
Tiffany Kautz, Jason (Noel)
Kautz, Chad (Jackie) Kautz,
Davis Kautz (Michelle Dlu-
gopolski), and Amber Kautz
(Travis Erickson); great-
grandchildren, Justin (Whit-
ney) Olsen, Taylor (Jason)
Morris, Ryan Olsen, Jennessa
and Kallyssa Klatt, Tanner,
Parker, and Gabrielle Kautz,
Breahna, Jaden and Mason
Kautz, and Delaney Erickson;
a great-great-grandson,
Steven Morris; siblings,
MaryAnn Mallak and Marlys
(Sonny) Carlson; many other
relatives and friends.

Mrs. Kautz was preceded
in death by her loving hus-

band, Emil R. Kautz, Sept.
28, 2004; her parents; a great-
granddaughter, Madison
Kautz; siblings, Edwin
Haekenkamp, Eleanor
Kegler, and Hubert
Haekenkamp.

A Mass of Christian Burial
for Agnes Kautz was held
Tuesday, Feb. 5, 11 a.m., at
Holy Family Catholic Church
in Silver Lake. The Rev. Tony
Stubeda was the celebrant.

Interment followed at St.
Adalbert Cemetery.

A visitation was held Mon-
day, Feb. 4, 4 to 8 p.m., at
The Maresh Funeral Home in
Silver Lake.  A Rosary was
recited at 5 p.m. with parish
prayers at 7 p.m.

Further visitation was held
on Tuesday morning, Feb. 5,
9:30 to 10:30 a.m., at the fu-
neral home.

Casket-bearers were Jason
Kautz, Davis Kautz, Amber
Kautz, Kallyssa Klatt, Jen-
nessa Klatt, Mark Mallak,
and Ryan Olsen.

The Maresh Funeral Home
in Silver Lake served the
family.  Its Web site is
www.mareshfuneralhome.com
where online condolences can
be offered.

Agnes Kautz, 89, of Silver Lake

Agnes
Kautz

Carol Eunice (Engelmann)
Brelje, 85, of Glencoe, passed
away Monday, Jan. 28, at
Harmony River Living Cen-
ter in
Hutchinson.

F u n e r a l
services were
held Satur-
day, Feb. 2,
11 a.m., at
Zion Evan-
g e l i c a l
L u t h e r a n
Church in
W i n t h r o p ,
with interment following at
Glencoe City Cemetery in
Glencoe.

Rev. Paul Tessmer was the
officiating clergy.

Barbara Naumann was the
organist. “In The Garden,” “I
Need Thee Every Hour,” “My
Faith Looks Up To Thee,”
and “God Be With You Till
We Meet Again” were the
congregational hymns.

Allen Engelmann, Jason
Engelmann, Lyle Engelmann,
Ronald Engelmann, Shawn
Engelmann, and Dale Schuft
were the casket-bearers.

Carol Eunice (Engelmann)
Brelje was born Jan. 26,
1934, in Helen Township,
McLeod County. She was the
daughter of Herbert and El-
dora (Boesche) Engelmann.
Mrs. Brelje was baptized as
an infant Feb. 11, 1934, at St.
John’s Lutheran Church in

Plato, and was later con-
firmed in her faith as a youth
March 30, 1947, at First
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Glencoe. She received her
education in Plato at St.
John’s Parochial School
through the second grade,
District No. 19 Country
School in Bergen Township
through the eighth grade and
then attended the Glencoe
High School. She grew up on
the family farm.

Mrs. Brelje was united in
marriage to Lowell Brelje at
First Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Glencoe July 12,
1955. After their marriage,
the couple resided south of
Brownton in Penn Township
and then moved to Glencoe in
2006. She was employed at
Jensen’s Locker Plant near
Glencoe in her younger years.
She and Lowell were blessed
with three children, Debra,
La Vern, and Theresa. They
shared 63 years of marriage.

Mrs. Brelje was a member
of Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Winthrop and a
former member of the Ladies
Guild. Mrs. Brelje taught
Sunday school and played
organ for services, weddings,
and funerals at St. Matthew’s
Lutheran Church in Penn
Township. Mrs. Brelje played
the accordion in her parent’s
orchestra band. She was also
a member of the Brownton

and Glencoe Senior Citizens.
Mrs. Brelje enjoyed travel-

ing on the county roads, tak-
ing Amtrak and bus trips,
sewing, embroidery, cross-
word puzzles, painting, gar-
dening, dancing and card
playing. She cherished the
time she spent with her fami-
ly, especially her children.

Mrs. Brelje passed away
Monday, Jan. 28, at Harmony
River Living Center in
Hutchinson, Minnesota, at the
age of 85 years, and 2 days.
Blessed be her memory.

Mrs. Brelje is survived by
her husband, Lowell Brelje of
Glencoe; children, La Vern
Brelje of Hutchinson, and
Theresa Erickson and her
special friend, Jeff LaBar, of
Milan; siblings, Gloria (Ben)
Schuft of Stewart, Dennis
(Pat) Engelmann of Glencoe,
Dale (Denise) Engelmann of
Glencoe; nephews, nieces,
other relatives and many
friends.

Mrs. Brelje was preceded
in death by her daughter,
Debra Brelje; grandson,
Brycen Erickson; parents,
Herbert and Eldora Engel-
mann; brother, Gene Engel-
mann.

The Johnson-McBride Fu-
neral Chapel of Glencoe han-
dled the arrangements. Its
Web site is www.hantge.com
and   online obituaries and
guestbook are available.

Carol Brelje, 85, of Glencoe

Carol
Brelje

Eunice Lucille (Huser)
Meyer, 81, of Glencoe,
passed away Thursday, Jan.
30, at Hennepin County Med-
ical Center in
Minneapolis.

F u n e r a l
services were
held Tues-
day, Feb. 5, 1
p.m., at First
Evangelical
L u t h e r a n
Church in
Glencoe with
interment in
the church cemetery.

Pastor Daniel Welch was
the officiating clergy.

Paul Otte was the organist.
“Nearer My God To Thee,”

“How Great Thou Art,” and
“Abide With Me” were the
congregational hymns.

Eunice Lucille (Huser)
Meyer was born Sept. 13,
1937, in Bergen Township,
McLeod County. She was the
daughter of Harry Norman
and Edythe Luella (Gee)
Huser. She was baptized as
an infant Oct. 31, 1937, at the
Methodist Church in Lester
Prairie, by Pastor George
Lutz, and was later confirmed
in her faith as a youth April
29, 1951, at Bergen Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church in
Bergen Township by Pastor
LaVerne Nelson. Mrs. Meyer
received her education in
Lester Prairie and was a grad-
uate of the Lester Prairie
High School Class of 1955.
In 1957, she graduated from
the Minnesota Vocational
School of Nursing as a L.P.N.
nurse; affiliated with Swedish
Methodist Hospital.  Mrs.
Meyer was employed at the
Swedish Methodist Hospital
and the Glencoe Hospital. 

Pastor Joel Rustad united
Eunice in marriage to Leroy
Meyer at Bergen Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Bergen
Township Sept. 26, 1959.
After their marriage, the cou-
ple made their home in Glen-
coe and then in 1963 they
moved to their farm in rural
Glencoe. In 2013, when Mrs.
Meyer needed assistance with
her daily care, she became a
resident of GlenFields Living
with Care in Glencoe. She
and Leroy were blessed with
two sons, James and Gerald.
They shared over 59 years of
marriage.

Mrs. Meyer was a member
of First Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Glencoe. She en-
joyed the outdoors, animals,

birds, flowers, polka dancing,
fishing at Fowl Lake and
Lake of the Woods, traveling
and vacationing in the sum-
mer.

Mrs. Meyer passed away
Thursday, Jan. 30, at Hen-
nepin County Medical Center
in Minneapolis at the age of
81 years, 4 months and 17
days.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Leroy Meyer of Glen-
coe; sons, James Meyer of
Glencoe, Gerald Meyer and
his wife, Susan, of West Des
Moines, Iowa; sister, Arlene
Powers and her husband,
Phil, of Blaine; brother-in-
law, Duane Meyer of Maple
Grove; nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.

Mrs. Meyer was preceded
in death by her parents, Harry
and Edythe Huser; sister,
Claire Larson and her hus-
band, Lloyd; father-in-law
and mother-in-law, Alfred
and Franziska Meyer; sisters-
in-law, Nancy Meyer and
Jane Meyer.

The Johnson-McBride Fu-
neral Chapel of Glencoe han-
dled the arrangements. Its
Web site is www.hantge.com
where online obituaries and a
guestbook are available.

Eunice Meyer, 81, of Glencoe

Eunice
Meyer

George Michael O’Don-
nell, 87, of Glencoe, passed
away Friday, Jan. 25, at the
Abbott Northwestern Hospi-
tal in Min-
neapolis.

A Mass of
C h r i s t i a n
Burial was
held Friday,
Feb. 1, 10:30
a.m. at
Church of St.
Pius X in
G l e n c o e ,
with inter-
ment following in the Glen-
coe Catholic Cemetery in
Glencoe.

The Rev. Anthony Stubeda
was the officiating clergy.

Kyle O’Donnell was the
reader. Bradley O’Donnell
delivered the eulogy.

Mary Ann Thalmann was
the pianist and Denise Lued-
ers was the song leader.

“Here I Am Lord,” “Well
Done,” “Be Not Afraid,” “On
Eagle’s Wings,” “I Am The
Bread Of Life,” and “How
Great Thou Art” were the
musical selections.

Glencoe American Legion
Post No. 95 provided military
honors.

Katie Weber, Mitchell Jew-
ett, Kyle O’Donnell, Kayla
Muenchow, Matthew Muen-
chow, Kelsey O’Donnell,
Derek Weber, Elizabeth O’-
Donnell, Olivia Lemke,
Amber O’Donnell, and
Spencer Lemke were the cas-
ket-bearers.

Brea O’Donnell was an
honorary casket-bearer.

George Michael O’Donnell
was born Nov. 8, 1931, in
Glencoe. He was the son of
Michael and Elizabeth

(Reinke) O’Donnell. Mr. O’-
Donnell was baptized as an
infant Nov. 15, 1931, by the
Rev. P.C. Maloney and later
was confirmed in his faith
June 8, 1946, both at St.
George Catholic Church in
Glencoe, Minnesota. He re-
ceived his education at Glen-
coe High School, graduating
with the Class of 1949.  He
entered active military serv-
ice in the United States Army
on May 22, 1956. He served
in Germany for 18 months
during the Cold War. Mr.
O’Donnell was honorably
discharged May 7, 1958.  

Mr. O’Donnell was united
in marriage to Jo’Cleta Junn
in Minneapolis June 24,
1961. He and Jo made their
home in Glencoe. Their mar-
riage was blessed with five
children, Brian, Brennan,
Lisa, Bradley and Denise.
George and Jo shared over 57
years of marriage together.  

Mr. O’Donnell worked at
Johnson Motors as a service
manager for 42 years. He was
a faithful member at Church
of St. Pius X in Glencoe,
where he was a member of
the Knights of Columbus
Council and served as a board
member at St. Pius School
and Catholic Board of Educa-
tion. Mr. O’Donnell was also
a member of the Brewers
Baseball Association Board.

Mr. O’Donnell enjoyed
reading newspapers and mag-
azines, gardening, outdoor
barbecuing, watching world
news, old TV shows, and
loved sports, especially foot-
ball, basketball, and baseball.
He also enjoyed working the
concession stands for high
school sports and Glencoe

Brewers baseball games. Mr.
O’Donnell loved his sweets,
especially double stuff Oreos
and lemon drops.

He cherished the time spent
with his family.

Mr. O’Donnell passed
away Friday, Jan. 25, at Ab-
bott Northwestern Hospital in
Minneapolis at the age of 87
years, 2 months and 17 days.

Blessed be his memory. He
is survived by his wife, Jo’-
Cleta O’Donnell of Glencoe;
children, Brian O’Donnell
and his wife, Shari, of Glen-
coe, Brennan O’Donnell of
Bloomington, Lisa Weber and
her husband, Scott, of Glen-
coe, Bradley O’Donnell and
his wife, Jenifer, of St. Clair,
Denise Lemke and her hus-
band, Robert, of Glencoe;
grandchildren, Katie Weber
and her fiancé Mitchell Jew-
ett, Kyle O’Donnell, Kayla
Muenchow and her husband,
Matthew, Kelsey O’Donnell,
Derek Weber, Elizabeth O’-
Donnell, Olivia Lemke,
Amber O’Donnell, Spencer
Lemke; sister, Lucille O’-
Donnell; nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.

Mr. O’Donnell was preced-
ed in death by his parents,
Michael and Elizabeth O’-
Donnell; father-in-law and
mother-in-law, Joseph and
Bessie Junn; brothers and sis-
ters-in-law, Donald and Viola
O’Donnell, Raymond and
Ruth O’Donnell; brother-in-
law, Edward Junn; grand-
daughter, Brea O’Donnell.

Johnson-McBride Funeral
Chapel of Glencoe handled
the arrangements Its Web site
is www.mcbridechapel.com
where online obituaries and
guestbook available.

George O’Donnell, 87, of Glencoe

George
O’Donnell

The good news is we warmed up quickly on the heels
of the coldest air we’ve seen in the past 10-20-plus years.
The bad news: the warmth was short lived as another
fresh batch of cold air filtered into the area early this
week. We won’t see anything close to what we had last
week but it’ll still be cold. Highs Friday will struggle to
get above 0 with improvement towards 20 by Sunday.
The main weather story this week will be the multiple
rounds of snow that’s expected. Our first chance came
through Tuesday (I’m guessing it deposited a little snow).
Our best chance of snow will come in late
Wednesday/Thursday. This round has the potential to
drop 4-6 inches on direct hit areas, and we should be
close to that. Sunday brings in another chance of snow as
we stay close to the active weather highway. Taking a
look at the extended shows our up-and-down temperature
swings continuing but the extremely cold air is gone so
we shouldn’t have to worry about that again this winter
(hopefully).

Wednesday night: Lows 8-16, snow.
Thursday: Highs falling, lows -14 - -8, snow/clouds.
Friday: Highs -4 - 4, lows -18 - -10, clear.
Saturday: Highs 8-16, lows 0-6, partly cloudy. 
Sunday: Highs 14-22, clouds/snow showers.
Weather Quiz: How cold can it get? Was last week

about as bad as it gets?
Last week’s question: What are some of February’s

weather extremes?
Answer to last week’s question: Highest temperature

64 degrees (2/26/1896), lowest temperature -33 degrees
(2/18/99), most precipitation 1.90 (2/24/1930), most
snowfall 11.8 inches (2/20/2011). February is more of a
transition month typically with less activity than say
early/late winter. This year has been fairly quiet so
watch, February will be our busy month.

Weather Corner
By Jake Yurek
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Obituaries

William “Bill” Carl
Hochsprung, 89, of Hutchin-
son, passed away Saturday,
Jan. 26, 2019, at the Harmo-
ny River Liv-
ing Center in
Hutchinson.

A memori-
al service
was held Sat-
urday, Feb.
2, 10:30 a.m.
at Bethlehem
U n i t e d
M e t h o d i s t
Church with
spring interment in the
Sumter Cemetery, rural
Brownton.

Rev. Paul Woolverton was
the officiating clergy.

Shyann Topel performed
solos, “I Was There to Hear
Your Borning Cry” and
“Amazing Grace (My Chains
Are Gone).”

“What a Friend We Have in
Jesus” and “I’ll fly Away”
were the congregational
hymns.

Travis Hochsprung deliv-
ered the eulogy.

Stephanie Kerbage, Karl
Hochsprung, Travis
Hochsprung, Laura Wagner,
Paul Hochsprung, Philip
Hochsprung and Katie
Hochsprung were the urn-
bearers.

William “Bill” Carl
Hochsprung was born April
18, 1929, in rural Brownton,
McLeod County. He was the
son of William C.
Hochsprung and Laura Emi-
lie Selle. He was baptized as
an infant and was later con-
firmed in his faith by Rev.
Gerhardt Schmidt, both at
Immanuel Lutheran Church
in Brownton. Mr.
Hochsprung received his edu-
cation in Brownton, and was
a graduate of the Brownton

High School Class of 1948. 
Mr. Hochsprung was united

in marriage to his high school
sweetheart, Carolyn Ann
Peik, at Zion Methodist
Church in Brownton, July 22,
1950. Bill and Carolyn had
three children, Lee, Terry and
David. They resided on a
farm in Sumter Township and
later moved to Glencoe and
lastly Hutchinson. Bill and
Carolyn shared 68 years of
marriage.

Mr. Hochsprung began his
career farming with his par-
ents-in-law, Adry and Violet
Peik. He continued to farm
for many years while Carolyn
taught kindergarten in Glen-
coe. Mr. Hochsprung retired
from farming in 1987.  He
then worked for Mystic Lake
Casino where he made many
friends. Mr. Hochsprung be-
came a member of Bethlehem
United Methodist Church in
Hutchinson after the closing
of the church in Brownton.
He was a member of the
Brownton Rod and Gun Club
and was instrumental in get-
ting the clubhouse built
which is still in operation.
Mr. Hochsprung was also
chairman of the Day Activity
Center Board in Biscay and
was a leader in getting Avery-
on Home built in Hutchinson.
Having a son with special
needs gave Mr. Hochsprung a
passion for helping to provide
services for others with spe-
cial needs.

Mr. Hochsprung enjoyed
fishing, spearing, hunting,
playing cards and ballroom
dancing. He also enjoyed ex-
tensive travel, including trips
to London, Spain, Greece,
Turkey, and China among
many others. In later years,
Mr. Hochsprung enjoyed
pulling the “one-arm bandits”

in Laughlin, Nev. He liked to
promote spirited political dis-
cussions among family mem-
bers. Mr. Hochsprung en-
joyed spending time with his
family, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and friends.

Mr. Hochsprung passed
away peacefully Saturday,
Jan. 26, at the Harmony River
Living Center, at the age of
89 years. Blessed be his
memory.

Mr. Hochsprung is sur-
vived by his wife, Carolyn
Ann Hochsprung of Hutchin-
son; children, Terry
Hochsprung and his wife,
Joyce, of Stewart, David
Hochsprung of Hutchinson;
daughter-in-law, Julie
Hochsprung, of Little Falls;
grandchildren, Stephanie
Kerbage and her husband,
Roger, Karl Hochsprung and
his wife, Gina, Travis 

Hochsprung and his wife,
Rose, Laura Wagner and her
husband, Joe, Paul
Hochsprung and his wife,
Jacquelyn, Phillip
Hochsprung, and Katie
Hochsprung; great-grandchil-
dren, Lily Anne Hochsprung
and Jacob Lee Hochsprung;
sister, Laura Hochsprung of
Minneapolis; many other rel-
atives and friends.

Mr. Hochsprung is preced-
ed in death by his son, Lee
Hochsprung; parents, William
and Laura Hochsprung; sis-
ters, Lois Reagen, Cornelia
Templin, Agnes Green, Helen
Templin, and Edith Siegel;
brothers, Loren Hochsprung,
Harold Hochsprung, and
Clarence Hochsprung.

Dobratz-Hantge Chapels in
Hutchinson handled the
arrangements. Its Web site is
www.hantge.com where on-
line obituaries and guestbook
are available.

William Hochsprung, 89, of Hutchinson

William
Hochsprung

Death Notices

Harold Fritz,
93, Brownton

Harold Fritz, 93, Brownton,
passed away Monday, Jan. 28,
at his home in Brownton.

A private family memorial
service will be held with inter-
ment in Lakeview Cemetery
in Minneapolis.

Arrangements are with the
Johnson-McBride Funeral
Chapel in Glencoe. Its Web

site is
www.mcbridechapel .com
where an online guestbook is
available.

Larry
Ondrachek, 80,
of Glencoe

Larry Ondrachek, 80, of
Glencoe, passed away
Wednesday, Jan. 30, at his
home in Glencoe.

A memorial service will be
held Friday, Feb. 8, 11 a.m., at

Faith Presbyterian Church in
Silver Lake, with interment in
the church cemetery.

A gathering of family and
friends will be held Friday,
Feb. 8, 10 to 11 a.m., one
hour prior to the service.

Memorials preferred to
Faith Presbyterian Church.
The Johnson-McBride Funer-
al Chapel in Glencoe is han-
dling the arrangements. Its
Web site is
www.mcbridechapel .com
where an online guestbook is
available.

Clarence Herman Wilhelm
Zebell, 96, of Glencoe,
passed away Monday, Jan.
28, at Glencoe Regional
Health Serv-
ices in Glen-
coe.

F u n e r a l
services were
held Satur-
day, Feb. 2,
11 a.m., at
St. John’s
L u t h e r a n
Church in
Plato, with
interment in the church ceme-
tery.

Pastor Tyson Mastin was
the officiating clergy.

Nancy Buckentine was the
organist and Duane “Ace”
Carroll performed a solo,
“The Lord’s Prayer.”

“What A Friend We Have
In Jesus,” “Precious Lord
Take My Hand,” “Rock Of
Ages,” “In The Garden,” and
“How Great Thou Art” were
the congregational hymns.

Bruce Kohls, Dwaine Ze-
bell, Gary Zebell, Randy
Breyer, Tim Breyer, and Scott
Lange were the casket-bear-
ers.

Clarence Herman Wilhelm
Zebell was born June 28,
1922, in Bergen Township.
He was the son of Emil and
Laura (Tonn) Zebell.  Mr. Ze-
bell was baptized as an infant
July 23, 1922, by Rev.
Baumhoefener and later was
confirmed in his faith as a

youth April 5, 1936, by Rev.
Schert both at St. Peter ’s
Lutheran Church in Bergen
Township, Lester Prairie.  His
confirmation verse was 2
Corinthians 12:9.  Mr. Zebell
received his education at a
country school thru the eighth
grade.  

Mr. Zebell was united in
marriage to Violet Oltmann at
St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Helen
Township, Glencoe June 30,
1950. He and Violet made
their home in Plato and Glen-
coe.  This union was blessed
with three children, Craig,
Laurie and Patti. They shared
over 68 years of marriage.

Mr. Zebell worked at the
Plato Feed Mill in Plato and
was the maintenance man for
the City of Plato. After he re-
tired, Mr. Zebell mowed
lawns for others. He was a
faithful member of St. John’s
Lutheran Church in Plato
where he served as a trustee
and usher.

Mr. Zebell enjoyed wood-
working and tinkering with
items. He loved to watch the
Wheel of Fortune and listen-
ing to polka music.  Mr. Ze-
bell treasured the time spent
with family and friends.

Mr. Zebell passed away
Monday, Jan. 28, at Glencoe
Regional Health Care Center
in Glencoe, Minnesota, at the
age of 96 years and 7 months.
Blessed be his memory.

Clarence is survived by his

wife, Violet Zebell of Glen-
coe; children, Craig Zebell of
Colorado, Laurie Arredondo
of Glencoe, Patti Klopp and
her husband, Otto, of Glen-
coe; grandchildren, Daniel
Zebell and his fiancé, Zehn,
Michael Zebell and his wife,
Katie; great-grandson, due in
March; step-grandchildren;
step great-grandchildren;
brothers, Maynard Zebell of
Glencoe, Vernon Zebell and
his wife, Marlene, of Waco-
nia; sisters-in-law, Bernice
Breyer of Glencoe, Ona
Lange and her husband, Bob,
of Brainerd, Lois Oltmann of
Howard Lake; brothers-in-
law, Ed Marklowitz and his
friend, Marlys, of Litchfield,
Elmer Oltmann Jr. and his
wife, Bev, of Ohio; nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
many friends.

Mr. Zebell was preceded in
death by his parents, Emil
and Laura Zebell; sisters,
Luella Graupmann and her
husband, Hillard, Viola Kohls
and her husband, Walden,
Elaine Latzig and her hus-
band, Melvin; brothers,
Leonard Zebell and his first
wife, Leona, and his second
wife, Barb; sisters-in-law;
brothers-in-law.

The Johnson-McBride Fu-
neral Chapel in Glencoe as-
sisted the family with
arrangements. Its Web site is
www.mcbridechapel.com
where online obituaries and a
guestbook are available.

Clarence Zebell, 96, of Glencoe

Clarence 
Zebell

By Jakob Kounkel
Staff Writer

In a rare bout of disagree-
ment, the McLeod County
Board of Commissioners dis-
cussed a breached conditional
use permit (CUP) issued to
Lev Mirman of Plato. The
Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency has an open investi-
gation pending against Mir-
man for illegally disposing of
wastewater and cooking oil,
but Mirman has also been vi-
olating the terms of his condi-
tional use permit from the
county.

Mirman, who operates an
oil recycling business on his
property, said a suspension to
his CUP would be detrimen-
tal to his work. Of the 200
businesses he caters to in the
Twin Cities, most of them
would need to find elsewhere
to dispose of cooking oil,
leaving Mirman without any
business. 

The CUP, which was ap-
proved by the board in Au-
gust of 2015, was to operate a
home occupation with the
purpose of recycling cooking
oil and that will employ more
than five non-family employ-
ees. Its conditions also stated
that Mirman needed to adhere

to the proper MPCA standard
for disposal, which he didn’t. 

Commissioner Joe Nagel
was quick to ask County At-
torney Michael Junge about
suspending the CUP despite
Environmental Services Di-
rector Marc Telecky’s recom-
mendation to put him on a
six-month probationary status
for the time being, until the
MPCA investigation is con-
cluded and to give Mirman
ample time to get in compli-
ance. 

Commissioner Rich
Pohlmeier suggested, because
of his background in officiat-
ing sporting events, when
somebody plays outside of
the rules, the person should
be penalized. Though he was-
n’t specific with details,
Pohlmeier thought a penalty
should be waged against Mir-
man for violating the CUP. 

Commissioner Doug
Krueger broke from his fel-
low commissioners and sided
with the environmental serv-
ices director in handing down
a lighter punishment while al-
lowing Mirman the opportu-
nity to get back into compli-
ance. 

As Nagel inched closer to
making a motion to suspend

the CUP, Krueger said, “I
would ask that we try to work
something out,” citing his de-
sire to support small busi-
nesses in McLeod County. 

That’s when Junge stepped
in and offered advice from
his perspective. The county
attorney thought giving Mir-
man six months to do some-
thing he should’ve been
doing all along is, “way too
long.” He suggested an offer
of two weeks for a plan to get
everything straightened out,
and the board jumped on it
immediately. The board ap-
proved a two week period to
allow Mirman time to get a
plan together. He’s planning
on meeting with Telecky
today to discuss possible op-
tions. 

When asked what would
happen if the board suspend-
ed his CUP, Mirman said,
“We would be done. I would-
n’t be able to recover.” If his
permit were suspended for
even a week, he would lose
customers that would be near-
ly impossible to get back, he
said. 

Before parting ways, Mir-
man said, “It will definitely
be cleaned up.”

With business hanging in the
balance, Mirman has two weeks

Ralph Novotny, 86, of Hec-
tor, passed away Saturday,
Jan. 26, at Renville County
Hospital in Olivia.

F u n e r a l
services will
be held Sat-
urday, Feb.
9, 11 a.m., at
First Evan-
g e l i c a l
L u t h e r a n
Church in
Hector, with
Rev. Charles
K. Stewart
officiating. Interment will be
in the Hector City Cemetery
in the spring.

Visitation will be held Fri-
day, Feb. 8, 3 to 5 p.m., at the
Hughes-Hantge Funeral
Chapel in Hector, and will
continue Saturday at First
Evangelical Lutheran Church
at 10 a.m., for one hour prior
to the service. Mr. Novotny’s
casket-bearers will be Macius
Schroeder, John Melich,
Steven Novotny, Mark
Novotny, Luke Johnson, and
Brad Fosland.

Katie Rudeen provided
music at the service.

Ralph George Novotny was
born May 25, 1932, in Will-
mar, the son of George and
Edith (Freberg) Novotny. He
was baptized Oct. 23, 1932,
at the Church of Hope in
Osceola Township. Mr.
Novotny was raised on the
family farm in Osceola
Township, rural Hector. He
received his education in
country School District 90
and in Hector. Mr. Novotny
graduated with the Hector
High School Class of 1951.
After graduation, he worked
in Minneapolis for several
years at Armour Meats and
also at a job painting hairdry-
ers, all the while commuting
home to farm.

Ralph was united in mar-
riage to Marietta Rettig at St.
Matthew’s Lutheran Church

in Penn Township July 3,
1960. He and Marietta made
their home on the family farm
in Osceola Township, rural
Hector. He appreciated Mari-
etta’s help working together
in their farming operation
with fieldwork and livestock.
They raised two daughters,
Margaret and Marjorie. Hav-
ing been a lifelong resident of
Osceola Township, Ralph and
Marietta moved into Prairie
View Assisted Living in Hec-
tor in 2015. Mr. Novotny
moved into the Renvilla
Health Center in Renville in
January of 2018. They had
shared nearly 58 years of
marriage when Marietta
passed away in June of 2018. 

Mr. Novotny was proud to
be a farmer his whole life,
and was generally active in
farm issues. He served on the
Renville County Farm Bu-
reau Board, Minnesota Soy-
bean Council, and the Nation-
al Soybean Growers Associa-
tion. Mr. Novotny also served
with the Renville County
Health Services Foundation,
Buffalo Creek Watershed,
and on the BWSR Board. He
served as the District 1
Renville County Commis-
sioner from 2000 to 2012 and
represented Renville County
as a commissioner on several
committees including the
health service committee, the
Lake Allie Environmental
Service District, the Renville
County Watershed Managers,
the county building commit-
tee, the county water plan-
ning committee, the Renville
County Extension Commit-
tee, county housing and
Renville County Economic
Development Authority,
Heartland Community Action
Agency, Central Minnesota
Jobs and Training Services,
CROW (Crow River Organi-
zational Water Board), and
the Joint Powers Water
Board. He was a member of

the First Evangelical Luther-
an Church in Hector.

Family, family history, and
preserving history were im-
portant to Mr. Novotny. His
many interests included read-
ing, photography, bowling,
fishing, threshing shows, flea
markets, and touring muse-
ums. He belonged to the Min-
nesota Geological Society.
Mr. Novotny was on the
board and a very active mem-
ber of the Renville County
Historical Society for
decades. He enjoyed many
driving vacations across the
country, sightseeing, and vis-
iting relatives, as well as the
annual family fishing trip.

Mr. Novotny is survived by
his daughters, Margaret
Melich and her husband,
David, of Hector, and Mar-
jorie Schroeder and her hus-
band, Dean, of Renville;
grandchildren, John (Ashley)
Melich of Hector, Valerie
(Luke) Johnson of Glencoe,
Rachel Schroeder of Lake
Park, Iowa, and Macius
Schroeder of Renville; sister,
Virginia Kiecker and hus-
band, Robert, of Fairfax;
brothers-in-law, Clinton Ret-
tig and wife, Marilyn, of
Brownton, and Wayne Au-
gustine of Glencoe; nieces,
nephews, other relatives, and
friends.

Mr. Novotny was preceded
in death by his parents,
George and Edith Novotny;
wife, Marietta; parents-in-
law, Walter and Helena Ret-
tig; sister, Doris Higgins and
husband, Robert; brother,
Glenn Novotny and wife
Judy; sisters-in-law, Annaso-
nia Rose and husband Ervin,
and Janetta Augustine.

Arrangements are with the
Hughes-Hantge Funeral
Chapel in Hector Its Web site
is www.hantge.com where an
online guestbook is available.

Ralph Novotny, 86, of Hector

Ralph
Novotny
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Highway 212 expansion is
$7 million closer to reality

Carver County has been
awarded $7 million in federal
funding for the planned up-
grades to Highway 212 be-
tween Carver and Cologne.

“This funding is another
step towards making High-
way 212 safer and more effi-
cient,” Carver County Com-
missioner Randy Maluchnik
said.

This round of funding sup-
ports the first phase of the
two-phase expansion project,
nearly completing the fund-
ing for improvements from
Carver to Cologne. Phase two
covers the five-mile stretch
from Cologne to Norwood
Young America.

“Today’s announcement is
another important step in our
effort to make Highway 212 a
safer and more efficient road-
way,” said Rep. Gruenhagen
of Glencoe.

Part of the National High-
way System, Highway 212 is
one of the most important
economic and freight corri-
dors linking Carver County to
the Twin Cities metro area;
and the metro area to points
west, Maluchnik said. It
serves as a critical gateway
for businesses throughout
Minnesota, and notably in the
southwestern metro area and
Carver County. While the
State of Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation is the
roadway’s responsible entity,
Carver County has prioritized
improving the highway as
quickly as possible. The
county board earmarked local
sales tax dollars towards the
project. 

“In concert with Carver
County and the Southwest
Corridor Transportation
Coalition, we’ve long advo-
cated to expand Highway 212
to a four-lane expressway be-
tween Norwood Young
America and Chaska,” Min-
nesota Transportation Al-
liance executive director
Margaret Donahoe said. She
noted that two separate two-
lane portions still exist, creat-
ing traffic bottlenecks and
unsafe conditions.

These two-lane segments
have seen six fatal crashes
since 2009. Upgrading these

two segments to four lanes
enhances safety and mobility
for everyone who uses  the
corridor for transportation
and commerce. The two-lane
segments, built in 1930,
struggle to serve the current
traffic load. Nearly 2,000
trucks per day travel the two-
lane sections, causing signifi-
cant risk to travelers.

Minnesota Sen. Scott New-
man, R-Hutchinson, is fully
supportive of efforts to com-
plete the expansion of High-
way 212 from public safety
and economic vitality stand-
points.

“Remember, with the ex-
ception of Interstate 94, there
are no other four-lane high-
ways flowing out of the
metro to service western
Minnesota. It is vital we com-
plete these two projects,”
Newman said.

$5 million funding gap
The first phase, between

Carver and Cologne, needs
only $5 million more towards
the estimated $46 million
project. This segment is slat-
ed for a 2022 construction
start. Maluchnik stated the
county will ask MnDOT to
fill the small funding gap.
The county continues to de-
velop construction documents
for this phase and soon will
begin to purchase the proper-
ty needed to expand the high-
way. Lyndon Robjent, direc-
tor of Carver County Public
Works, said an early estimate
calls for $3 million of the $46
million to be spent on land
acquisition. 

“We are very confident we
can build phase one in 2022
but our work is not done,”
Maluchnik said.

The county is also seeking
funding from the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation
for phase two, between
Cologne and Norwood Young
America, the last bottleneck
between Glencoe and Inter-
state Highway 494. The
county and transportation
coalition has engaged Min-
nesota lawmakers for fund-
ing. 

That second phase is $38

million short of its projected
$53 million cost. This seg-
ment includes the County
Road 51 intersection, known
locally as the Bongards’ inter-
section. It was the site of a
fatal crash in August. Critical
crash rates at this intersection
and the County Road 43 in-
tersection are higher than the
state average. County offi-
cials say they exceed the
crash rates on comparable
roads such as more highly-
publicized intersections on
Highway 55 east of Rockford
and Highway 12 west of De-
lano.

Planning for Phase 2
MnDOT is currently devel-

oping a resurfacing project on
this segment in 2020. It also
plans to improve the highway
within the City of Norwood
Young America, including a
new pedestrian underpass.
Carver County is working
with MnDOT to design solu-
tions that fit the resurfacing
project and are compatible
with the future four-lane
highway.

“We are particularly con-
cerned about the intersection
at County Road 51 where
there have been several
crashes, including the fatal
one this past August,”
Maluchnik said. “With the
sheer volume of trucks on
Highway 212, the risk of
more crashes occurring is ris-
ing. We need to build a safer
intersection as soon as possi-
ble and are studying all op-
tions.”

If the county is successful
in securing the $38 million
shortfall for phase two by
2020, it will ask MnDOT to
leverage its resurfacing budg-
et and additional county sales
tax to build the four-lane
highway. The soonest con-
struction on this phase could
start is 2023.

“We’re grateful to local
legislators and members of
Congress, who are very sup-
portive and continue support-
ing funding requests and leg-
islation that directs the state
to fund the second phase of
this project,” Maluchnik said.

Photo courtesy Creek View Images

Third place at section festival
Glencoe-Silver Lake’s one-act play troupe tied for third place at the section festi-
val Saturday. Their performance of “Give and Take” earned positive reviews from
the judges. The top two entries advance to the state festival. The group includes
(back row, from left) Leah Bettcher, Jacob Paul, Emma Petersen, Kaitlyn Doolittle,
Director Patrick Hiltner, Devin Everding, Izzy Elias, Grace Witte, (front row, from-
left) Rachael Meyer, Lily Kirchoff, Molly Green, and Wendy Barrara-Ramirez.

State VFW Auxiliary offering
scholarship help for veterans

The Veterans of Foreign
Wars Auxiliary of Minnesota
is offering a one-time schol-
arship to eligible veterans and
active military personnel to
provide incentive and assis-
tance for Minnesota soldiers
who want to further their edu-
cation and need assistance.

Veterans interested in ap-
plying for the scholarship
should contact Margaret
Koester, Glencoe VFW Post
No. 5102 Auxiliary scholar-
ship representative, at 864-

3339. The application dead-
line is April 1.

The applications are open
to Minnesota veterans who
served honorably with active
duty and earned a document-
ed campaign or service rib-
bon.

The scholarship funds will
be sent to the recipient’s
school and may be used for
tuition, books, lab/similar
fees for college, vocation or
online courses. Awards must
be used for the current year

they are awarded.
Previous recipients may

not apply. Scholarship recipi-
ents will be announced at the
VFW state convention in
June and the winner will be
notified by mail.  

Applications can be sent to
Ladies Auxiliary VFW, De-
partment of Minnesota Veter-
ans’ Service Building, Third
Floor, 20 12th Street W., St.
Paul, MN 55155-2002.

Additional information is
available at 651-291-1759.

Submitted photo

First Ev. Lutheran spud crew
Five men from Glencoe’s First Evangelical Lutheran Church helped prepare about
920 pounds of potatoes for the church’s 68th pancake dinner Sunday, Feb. 3. The
spuds were diced, grated, mixed and fried into potato pancakes. In addition to po-
tato pancakes, regular pancakes, sausages, cheese, applesauce, and ice cream
was served to approximately 900 people. Proceeds from the dinner will go towards
the First Ev. Lutheran street repairs. The group includes, from left, Robert Schuft,
Kraig Kunkel, Harold Kunkel, Jesse Mackenthun, and Neil Eggersgluess.

People

Giesen earns dean’s list
Aubrey Giesen, of Glencoe, recently earned dean’s list honors from the University of St.

Thomas in St. Paul. To land on the dean’s list, Giesen had to obtain at least a 3.5 GPA and
take at least 12 credits.

Glaesers welcome daughter
Brittany and Spencer Glaeser, of Stewart, recently welcomed their daughter, Bella Ann

Glaeser, to the world. Bella weighed 6 pounds, 13 ounces and measured 19.5 inches at
birth. 

Howe family has a girl
Kelsey and Kevan Howe, of Hutchinson, recently gave birth to a baby girl, Eleen Howe.

She weighed 8 pounds, 4 ounces and measured 22 inches at birth. Welcomed home by sib-
ling Aubrey. Grandparents are Michelle and Don Moyer, Litchfield, and Clarine and Allan
Howe, Hutchinson. 

Schons welcome son
Alexis and Alex Schons, Glencoe, recently welcomed Beckett Alex Schons to the world.

Beckett weighed 6 pounds, 13 ounces and measured 19.5 inches at birth. Welcomed home
by sibling Landon. Grandparents are Tina and James Rosckes, Glencoe; Paula and Jeff
Schons, Brownton; and Sara and Dustin Quale, Chaska. 

Penaz girl born
Hannah Marie Penaz, daughter of Bri Reiner and Nick Penaz of Silver Lake, was born on

Jan. 29. Hannah weighed 7 pounds, 10 ounces and measured 20.5 inches at birth. Siblings
are Leah Penaz. 

Von Eschen son welcomed
Macy Rhodes and Tristan Von Eschen recently had Oakley Michaels Von Eschen, who

weighed 6 pounds, 11 ounces and measured 19.5 inches at birth. Grandparents are Marty
Bauer, Brownton; Kris Von Eschen, Arlington; and Jessica and Ronald Lewandowski,
Glencoe.

A 21-year-old Glencoe man
will spend 10 days in the
county jail and three years on
probation for a drug crime.

District Court Judge Timo-
thy Looby sentenced Francis-
co Sanchez Jan. 25. Sanchez

pleaded guilty to one felony
count of possession of a con-
trolled substance on or about
June 1, 2018. Looby placed
the defendant on probation
for three years. Along with
jail time, Sanchez must serve

10 days of sentence to service
work/community work serv-
ice, complete a chemical de-
pendency evaluation, follow
the recommendations of the
evaluation, and pay a fine and
surcharge of $585.

Glencoe man gets jail time, probation

A Hutchinson woman will
spend a month in the county
jail and three years on proba-
tion after pleading guilty to
felony-level drug possession.

Tasha Hubbell, 31, pleaded
guilty Jan. 25 to one felony

count of possession of a con-
trolled substance for an of-
fense that occurred on or
about Aug. 10. She was sen-
tenced to 30 days in the coun-
ty jail along with county jail
time.

Hubbell must also com-
plete a chemical dependency
evaluation, follow the recom-
mendations of the evaluation,
have no use or possession of
alcohol or drugs, and pay a
surcharge of $85.

Hutch woman pleads guilty to drug crime

Man sentenced to jail time for drug crime
A 41-year-old Easton,

Minn. man will spend two
months in the county jail for
felony drug possession.

William Joe Terhurne
pleaded guilty in McLeod
County District Court Jan. 29

to one count of felony posses-
sion of a controlled substance
for an offense that occurred
on or about Dec. 22. Terhurne
was sentenced to 60 days in
the McLeod County Jail and
placed on probation for three

years. He must also complete
a chemical dependency eval-
uation, follow the recommen-
dations of the evaluation,
have no use or possession of
alcohol or drugs, and pay a
surcharge of $85.

A 23-year-old St. Paul man
is facing prison time after
being pleading guilty to vio-
lating a domestic abuse no-
contact order.

McLeod County District
Court Judge Jody Winter sen-
tenced Donald Lavail
Christopher to 22 months in
prison after he pleaded guilty

to the felony-level offense
Jan. 29. The violation oc-
curred on or about Sept. 2.

Christopher must also pay
an $85 surcharge.

St. Paul man to prison for domestic incident
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Friday, Feb. 15th 

Chopper
8 p.m. - 12 a.m.

Join us for a 
Valentines Day

Special
Thursday, Feb. 14

5 p.m. until gone
Pork Chop or Roast Beef 

with potato and a drink
$15 for one/ $25 for two

LAKE MARION SUPPER CLUB
Hwy 15 between Brownton & Hutchinson

Your Choice of:
Butterfly Shrimp • Prime Rib • Lobster • Ribeye Steak

Chicken Keiv w/Rice • Steak & Lobster • Steak & Shrimp • New York Strip
Dinner includes choice of Potato, Soup, Salad, & Breadstick.

Please Make Reservations
320-583-0470 or 320-328-4111
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Valentine’s Day Specials
Thursday, February 14th 

Starting at 5:00 p.m.

Valentine’s Special
Thursday, February 14

F
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Bump’s Family
Restaurant
Hwy. 212 E.

Glencoe
320-864-6038
Open every day 

’til 9 p.m.

Breakfast Special
7-11 a.m.

Raspberry Fritter French Toast - Topped
with powered sugar and fresh raspberries

Dinner Special
5 p.m.-8 p.m.

Prime Rib or Chicken Kiev - Served with 
garlic mashed potatoes, vegetable and your

choice of soup or salad

Bring your sweetheart in for a

Valentine’s Day Special
Thurs., Feb. 14

Serving 4-9 p.m.  Featuring 

Crab Legs - Filet Mignon
- or Chicken Cordon Blue
includes a trip to the salad bar, choice of potato 

& a piece of raspberry tuxedo cake.
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HOWARD LAKE AMERCIAN LEGION
616 7th Ave., Howard Lake

Legion Post 145 • 320-543-2554

No Reservations Needed! Just Come on in 

First 60 women after 4 p.m. receive a 

Free Carnation 
with meal order!

Regular menu also available.

Stop in forRoses,
Plants,Mixed Bouqets, 
Balloons,Teddy Bears,
Candy, & Much More!

Let us make your special delivery!

Thursday, Feb. 14th 
(extended hours)

The French Bucket
1102 Hennepin Ave. N.

Glencoe, MN 55336
320-864-6145

Valentine’s Day
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Stewart • 320-562-2609
Cactus Jack’s II

EVERY SUNDAY 
MEAT RAFFLE - 2 p.m.

BINGO - 3 p.m.

F5-6C,6-7At

Saturday, Feb. 9th

BEACH PARTY
w/Chopper - 9 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 14 th

Valentine’s Day Supper Special
Steak & Lobster 
Serving 5-8 p.m.

Valentines Day Specials

(*In County $44; Out of County $50; Out of State $56)

of The McLeod County Chronicle 
Good for a limited time. Offer expires 2/22/19.

716 E. 10th St., Glencoe, MN 55336 320-864-5518 • trishak@glencoenews.com

Order a 1 Year Subscription and get 3 months FREE!!

Start or renew your subscription today!

Sweetheart of a deal

100 Years Ago
Feb. 6, 1919
O.C. Conrad, Editor

Received your Xmas greeting
and was glad to get it. Am feel-
ing fine and hope this finds you
the same. Left my old company
and am now in Paris as one of
the Presidential and Peace Guard
Co. I like the work fine as we are
on duty one day and off one day,
and we get passes to see the city.
Have of course had the chance to
give Our President and General
Pershing the good old rifle
salute. We are treated just fine by
Uncle Sam as we get all the eats
and clothes we want. Am real
contented and having the time of
my life in Paris. Have been able
to see most of the interesting
places of Paris of olden times
which you have heard so much
about and they are certainly in-
teresting to me. I surely feel
proud of the Brownton Red
Cross workers as the Red Cross
is the very best organization we
have over here, as they take the
best of care of the Sammies, and
I feel that the Brownton women
are doing their bit. The American
Red Cross headquarters here has
a very large building and they

have dances and all kinds of
other doings for us. They give us
sweaters, socks, helmets and
everything we need. Am sorry to
say it, but there is one thing that
has worried me at times while
gone from home and that is, I
left Brownton with but few
friends and a poor reputation, but
Uncle Sam has made a man out
of me. I have learned more since
being here than all the while at
home, and I am going to return
home as a good citizen. -Otbert
Klitzke

75 Years Ago
Feb. 10, 1944
Milton D. Hakel, Editor

On life’s journey: I have jour-
neyed far but not in vain. I have
trudged through snow and mud
and slush and rain. I have walked
in paths bedecked with flowers
and rested in some shady bow-
ers. I have lived in hope and
knelt in prayer to guide me
through this world of care; had
many friends both kind and true,
and of enemies I’ve had a few. I
built some castles in the air,
which to me looked very fair, but
now alas I see how vain the
workings of an idle brain. I have
sowed wild oats and reaped the

crop, and thank the Lord I am
still on top. I have rocked the
boat and lived to rue it, and often
wonder why folks do it. I have
gambled with God’s’ most pre-
cious gifts and seen the light be-
tween the rifts. I have bumped
the bumps ‘til my bones are sore,
and knocked in vain at fortune’s
door. And now as I near the
golden shore I sit and rest upon
my oar, reflecting on all things
that passed, with hopes to reach
the Heavenly goal at last. Now
this bit of advice I give to you as
on this life you journey through,
it is never trouble trouble ‘til
trouble troubles you.

20 Years Ago
Jan. 27, 1999
Lori Copler, Editor

The Stewart American Legion
had a packed house for breakfast
Tuesday morning as it honored a
visit from the National American
Legion Commander, Harold
“Butch” Miller, of Woodbridge,
Va. The stop in Stewart was one
of 16 Miller made or will make
in his four-day tour of Minneso-
ta, which will conclude tonight
at his home post in Wabasha. 

History

From the Brownton Bulletin archives

75 Years Ago

Feb. 5, 1944
Delbert Merrill, Publisher

Senior personality, Lucille
Radtke: It was February 25,
1925, on a farm near Winsted,
Lucille Radtke came to visit this
world. At the age of seven she
moved to Silver Lake where she
has since resided. You can find
her walking to the post office
every morning for mail. She has
a hobby of writing letters to keep
up the army morale and also
sewing for that hope chest that is
rapidly filling up. In the line of
food Lucille prefers rare steaks
with plenty of salad. If you no-
tice a dark, handsome, young
soldier of an average height, you
will soon find out that that is Lu-
cille’s choice of the opposite sex. 

60 Years Ago

Feb. 5, 1959
Wilbert Merrill, Publisher

A large number of folks
turned out for an outstanding an-
nual meeting of the Silver Lake
Community Creamery Company,
during the course of which, they
heard Jim Hill, WCCO radio
personality gave them a highly
enlightening as well as entertain-
ing talk. Re-elected to the Board
of Directors were Edw. Kacz-
marek and Frank T. Popelka.
Lester Lhotka and Ben Klima
were also elected directors. Sec-
retary Edw. Mallak, resigned due
to the press of county business.
Hilmer Hlavka, president,
presided at the meeting and Edw.
Kaczmarek read the annual re-
port with manager Norb Janski
giving a summarization of the
year’s fine business. Mr. West-
phal of Waconia Creamery spoke

briefly and complimented the
Creamery on its 20 percent gain
in volume of business and the in-
creased number of patrons it has
today.

25 Years Ago

Feb. 5, 1994
Ken and Dorothy Merrill,
Publishers

Monday night’s council meet-
ing included the Planning Com-
mission request to meet with the
City Council. Commission mem-
bers are looking for direction
from the council as to where
they should be setting priorities
and what the council may be
looking for in 2009 from the
commission. What could be de-
scribed as a brainstorming ses-
sion, ideas were discussed by
both council and commission
members as possible projects
which could be studied this year. 

From the Silver Lake Leader archives

From the Stewart Tribune archives
100 Years Ago
Feb. 7, 1919
Lester Koeppen, Editor

The United States Treasury
Department announces that the
war loan to be floated next April
will be the last loan to be offered
the general public. There will be
other goernment loans of course
but they will be disposed of
through banks and trust compa-
nies. The fifth war loan will be
called the Victory Liberty Loan.
This was the name decided on in
preference to all others. While
the various details have not been
decided upon and cannot be until
Congress acts, it was announced
that the loan will be for five or
six billion but not over the latter
amount. The loan will be floated
in April and it is thought that it
will open on April 6th which
date is the second anniversary of
America’s entry into the war. It
is believed that the bonds will
have some attractive features in
addition to those of previous
Liberty issues, perhaps bearing a
higher rate of interest of running
a short term. The loan flags
which will be distributed will
bear the numeral “V” which will
stand for both “Five” and “Vic-
tory” which the bond issue rep-
resents. 

75 Years Ago
Feb. 3, 1944
Harry Koeppen, Editor

Between 80 and 100 McLeod
county men will be called up for
their physical examinations
under the new plan of pre-induc-
tion examinations just inaugurat-
ed, on February 8th. They will
go to Fort Snelling to have their
examinations, but this will not
mean a call for induction. The
men will not be sworn into the
service as they have in the past
when they went to Snelling. Ob-
ject of the new regulation is to
give men advance notice
whether they are physically fit
for military duty. The former
plan of allowing men to have
pre-induction physicals upon in-
dividual application has been
discontinued. There will be sev-
eral calls of large size for the
next few months for the physical
examinations, in order to build
up a pool of men that can be
called for induction. The plan is,
when the pool is built up, to give
men 45 days between the time of
their examination and their in-
duction into service. Following
the physical examinations, there
will still be opportunities for de-
ferment and appeal rights, as the

men are not in the service—they
merely know whether they are
physically qualified for service.
It is expected there will be some
heavy induction calls in the next
several months, but when the
goal for the army and navy has
been reached, there will proba-
bly be quite a drop in the rate of
inductions. 

50 Years Ago
Feb. 6, 1969
Kermit T. Hubing, Editor

Workmen of Deming Con-
struction of Fairfax have been
busy during the past week erect-
ing walls in the west half of the
Stewart Liquor Store. On Tues-
day morning, they erected scaf-
folds to take down the brick
front of the east half of the store.
A false front will be erected so
that work can be continued.
Business is being carried on dur-
ing the construction, with access
to the store via the back door. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Setter-
gren of Darwin, Minnesota an-
nounce the engagement of their
daughter, Elna Kerstin to Charles
Martin Vacek, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Charles J. Vacek of Brown-
ton. Miss Settergren is a 1968
graduate of Dassel High School
and is currently attending St.
Cloud Beauty College.

30 Years Ago

Feb. 8, 1989
Bill Ramige, Editor

Evelyn Brinkman received the
community service award during
the Glencoe Area Chamber of
Commerce annual banquet Sat-
urday night at Pla-Mor Ball-
room. The award goes to a per-
son who has made significant
contributions to the betterment
of the community over the years.

The Ben Franklin Store in
Glencoe pulled all of its toy guns
from the shelves to “play it
safe,” and not break a new law.
The new law requires warning
labels on toy guns that look real.
There has been a rash of rob-
beries committed with toy guns,
according to Ben Franklin Cus-
tomer Services in Minneapolis.

20 Years Ago

Feb. 10, 1999
Rich Glennie, Editor

The Glencoe-Silver Lake
School Board authorized its ad-
ministration to draw up plans for
an all-day kindergarten program
for the district. But the board did
not agree to implement the plan
unless the state mandates the
program and funds it adequately.

A couple hundred people gath-
ered at Lake Marion for the
Brownton Rod & Gun Club
sponsored ice fishing contest.
The weather was somewhat
balmy and the fish were some-
what quiet as usual. Fishermen
reported mostly small perch-
catches.

10 Years Ago

Jan. 14, 2009
Rich Glennie, Editor

GSL Knowledge Bowl Team
members Sam Heldberg, Lisa
Broderius, Alethea Roe and
Adam Broderius finished second
overall and first among the
smaller schools at the Little Falls
Invitational.

The Stewart City Council ac-
cepted a $65,900 offer from
Form-A-Feed to buy part of the
former school property, which
the city owns. The city bought
the former school ground from
McLeod West School District
last year.

Glenn Pohland was presented
with the Knight of the Year
Award. The award was given at
the annual KC gathering on Jan.
4. Pohland has been a volunteer
and active KC member for many
years. “He is always ready and
willing to do any job that needs
to be done,” said Brian Thal-
mann, Grand Knight of the Glen-
coe Knights of Columbus.

From the Chronicle archives
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American Family Ins., 
John Decker

Brownton Barber Shop

Coborn’s Inc.

Compeer Financial

Crow River Press

Dobrava Brothers, Inc.

Edward Jones, Kirk Miller

Glencoe Co-op Assn.

Glencoe VFW Post 5102

Gruenhagen Insurance

Harpel Bros., Inc.

Hutch Health

Jerry Scharpe, LTD

Kaz’s Auto & Truck Repair

McLeod Publishing, Inc.

Priority 1-Metrowest Realty

SLS Tax, Accounting
& Financial Services

Security Bank & Trust Co.

Seneca Foods Corp.

Southwest Eye Care

State Farm Insurance, 
Larry Anderson

Stritesky Trucking
Unhinged! Pizza

Northern Star Council
Boy Scouts of America

Cub Scout Pack & Boy Scout Troop 352 
serve the Glencoe-Silver Lake School District

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
The Cub Scout program is for Kindegarten-5th grade boys who may join at any time. Each year our pack holds a number of

events, including: Pine Wood Derby, Camp-in, Blue and Gold Ceremony, Cubmobile Run, among others. The pack also does com-
munity service projects each year like holding food drives for the McLeod County Food Shelf. Dens for each age group have their
own additional activities and meetings. The highlight of the year for most boys is going to resident camp in the summer. The boys
have a ball and learn lots at the camp. They leave with great memories. Scouting has been billed as "A Game with a Purpose." Our
pack works to live up to that billing by teaching our kids great values while they're having fun.

The Boy Scout Program is for boys in 6th grade up through age 17. The program achieves the BSA's objectives of developing
character, citizenship, and personal fitness. Boys are trained to lead their own meetings and to plan and execute outings and activi-
ties. They also actively participate with leading many activities in the Cub Scouts program. Camping is a focus and highlight for Boy
Scouts.

If you'd like your son to benefit by being a part of scouting or if you'd like to help make an even better program for our kids,
please contact us. Volunteering is a great investment in all of our futures!

JOIN OUR
SCOUTS! 

Glencoe Cub Scouts & Boy Scouts
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Glencoe Pack

352
Cub Scouts

Pack Sponsor: Glencoe VFW
Leaders:
Cub Master ..........................Chad Christensen

Den Leaders ................................Will Freberg
............................................Ron Ondrachek

Committee:
Chad Christensen, Tami Alsleben, Ron Ondrachek,

Kelly Miguel

Contact Info:
Email: packrat5.cc@gmail.com

Cub Master Chad Christensen, 320-510-1621
Committee Chairperson: Will Freberg, 

952-215-1390

UPCOMING EVENTS:
FEBRUARY

17th– Blue & Gold Ceremony
3:00 p.m., Christ Lutheran Church

MARCH
17th– Pack Meeting, Cub Carnival Pack Meeting,

3:00 p.m., Christ Lutheran Church

APRIL
28th – Pack Meeting,

3:00 p.m., Christ Lutheran Church
MAY

19 – Pack Meeting,
3:00 p.m., Location TBD

Boy Scout Troop

352
Scout Master ................................David Swift
Assistant Scout Masters ..................Kevin Dietz,

Mark Janke
Committee Chair ........................Kurt Pevestorf

Contact Info:
David Swift, 320-296-1305
DAVE@SWIFTGANG.NET

MONTHLY MEETINGS:
FULL TROOP

Sunday Evenings, 6:30 p.m.
Glencoe City Center (East Side), Old Cafeteria

1107 11th St., Glencoe
MEETING DATES

Feb. 10,17,24; March 3,10,17,24, 31, 
April 7,14,21; May 7,12,19

2nd Sunday of each month: Sunday Fun Meeting
3rd Tuesday of each month

All Parents Welcome, Glencoe VFW Basement
Parents Meeting, 7 p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS
March 16 – Merit Badge Madness

June 30 – Many Point Summer Camp Ponsford, MN

It is never too late 
or too early to join
in the Scouting fun!

Join Today!


